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Full Moon on 13 April

THUMBNAILS

Women offer prayers while perf—ormlng
Chaiti Chhath rituals, in Patna, on
Wednesday. = ani

Pakistan Army violated ceasefire in
Poonch sector, says Indian Army: The
Pakistan Army violated the ceasefire
agreement by opening unprovoked firing
in the Poonch sector of Jammu and Kash-
mir on Tuesday, a statement by the Indi-
an Army said. It is learnt that the Pakistan
Army and other agencies were trying to
push heavily armed terrorists into the
Indian territory by giving them a cover of
firing.

LOVED IN

COUNTRIES

AmitShahdefends WaqfBill,
accuses Opp of misinformation

Fierce debateinLokSabhaover controversiallegislation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 2 APRIL

trongly defending

the Waqf (Amend-

ment) Bill, Union

Home Minister Amit
Shah rejected the Opposi-
tion's charge that the gov-
ernmentwants to interfere
in the religious affairs of
Muslims through the leg-
islation and said its provi-
sions are aimed at better
management of the Waqf
properties.

Interveningin the debate
ontheBillin the LokSabha
on Wednesday, the home
minister said the legislation
would notbeimplemented
with retrospective effect.
Heaccused the Opposition
of trying to mislead the
people and create fear
among members of the
Muslim community.

Extending his support
to the Bill, Mr Shah said
there are misconceptions
among several members,
either genuinely or politically
over the Bill.

Mr Shah categorically
said there is no provision
for the appointment of non-
Muslims in the processes
related to religion in the
Bill.

Stating that no non-
Muslim would come into
the Waqf, Mr Shah said
there is no such provision
toinclude anynon-Muslim
amongthose who manage
the religious institutions.

Theminister further said
that they would only look
after the administration of
property donated by some-
one under the Waqf Law.

Healsosaid thata person
candonate only the property
that belongs to him, not
the property that belongs
to the government or any
other individual.

His comments came as
MPs of aunited Opposition
assailed the Waqf (Amend-

ment) Bill as an attempt to
interfere in the affairs of a
religion and violative of the
Constitution of Indiain an
hours-long debate in the
Lok Sabha.

Initiating the debate on
the Bill in the Lok Sabha,
Deputy Leader of the Con-
gress Gaurav Gogoi
expressed concern over the
intentions of the government
for bringing the Bill.

“Today, they have their
eyes on the land of a par-
ticular community; tomor-
row, they will target the
land of other minorities in
society,” he said.

While acknowledging
the need for amendments

in the law, he emphasised
that such changes should
strengthen the Act rather
than exacerbate problems
and disputes, which, he
argued, would result from
the proposed amendments.

Mr Gogoi accused the
government of attempting
to create chaos by enabling
cases to be filed across the
country, thereby disrupting
the “atmosphere of broth-
erhood”.

“Our Constitution says
every citizen must receive
political, social, and eco-
nomicjustice... freedom of
expression and religion...
This Bill is an attack on the
fundamental structure of
the Constitution. This gov-
ernment aims to dilute the
constitution through this
Bill. Second, they want to
defame the minority com-
munity. Third, they want
to divide Indian society,"
healleged. Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav said
whenever the BJP brings
up a new Bill, it hides its
failure. Participatingin the
debate on the Bill, MrYadav
alleged that the BJPis talking
about identifying the land
of Muslim brothers so that
the issue of identifying the
Hindus who have died or

lostin Mahakumbh canbe
covered up. "Notonlyabout
the lives lost, but this gov-
ernment should tell where
is the list of about 1,000
Hindus who have beenlost
and not been found yet,"
the Samajwadi Party chief
said. Trinamul Congress
(TMC) MP Kalyan Banerjee
strongly opposed the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, calling
it a direct violation of the
Constitution.

He claimed that the Bill
“hits the basic structure”
of the Constitution and
encroachesupon therights
of the Muslim community
to manage its religious
affairs. Mr Banerjee argued
that the Bill impacts two
key areas — governance of
religious aspects of the Waqf
Board and granting state
governments the power to
decide disputes related to
Wagfproperties, including
land and buildings.

Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) also
strongly opposed the Waqf
Amendment Bill and
slammed the BJP, saying
that a party which does
not have a single Muslim
MP in the Lok Sabha is
ironically goingto protect
the rights of the minorities.

Maoists call for peace
talksahead of Amit
Shah’s Chhattlsgarh visit

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, 2 APRIL

Justdays before Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s visit
to Chhattisgarh, the outlawed
CPI (Maoist) has issued a
press statement proposing
peace talks, urging the gov-
ernment to halt security
operations in Maoist-affected
regions. The rebel outfit
claims that intensified anti-
Maoist operations, particu-
larly under ‘Operation Kagar,’
haveled to large-scale violence
against tribal communities.

The press note, issued by
CPI (Maoist) Central Com-
mittee spokesperson Abhay,
calls foranimmediate cease-
fire and withdrawal of security
forces from conflict zones
as a precondition for dia-
logue.

The statement says that
over 400 Maoist cadres and
civilians have been killed in
counter-insurgency opera-
tions, with reports of mass
detentions and human rights
violations surfacing from
affected regions. The group
also claims that women
Maoist members have faced
sexual violence and extra-
judicial executions.

The Maoists have outlined
a set of preconditions for
the peace talks, including
an immediate cessation of

hostilities, a halt to anti-
insurgency operations, and
the withdrawal of security
personnel from conflict zones.

The CPI (Maoist) called
onintellectuals, humanrights
organizations, journalists,
students, and environmental
activists to support their
demand for negotiations and
pressurise the government
into engaging in dialogue.

Chhattisgarh Home Min-
ister Vijay Sharmaresponded
to the Maoist proposal, stating
that while the government
is open to discussions, talks
cannot proceed under pre-
conditions set by the rebel
group. “The government is
committed to bring lasting
peace to Bastar and other
affected regions, but nego-
tiations cannot be dictated
by extremist forces. If Maoists
are serious about peace, they
should surrender and take
advantage of the state’s reha-
bilitation policy,” Mr Sharma
said.
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Firecrackerblast: Arrested owner
attended safetysessionlast week

Firecrackerunitownersand traderssurprised how theaccused storedillegal material

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 2 APRIL

handrakanta Banik,

prime accused in the

series of firecracker

blasts athisresiden-
tial premises at Dakshin
Raipur under Dholahat police
stationin South 24-Parganas
district, had attended a train-
ing programme on crackers
safety awareness at Batanagar
on 24 March.

Chandrakanta was pro-
duced before the court in
Kakdwip today while his
brother Tushar has been
absconding so far till this
evening.

The accused attended the
training hardly aweek before
the incident occurred on 31
March night that claimed
eight lives, including four
babies, all belonging to his
family.

According to sources in

y) & _1,

the district administration,
senior officials of the state
directorate of factories had
attended the event organised
by the All Bengal Trinamul
Green Firecrackers Manu-
facturing Workers Union.
Around 500 firecrackers
manufacturers and traders
had undergone an orientation
session on how to manufac-
ture and store crackers fol-
lowing safety and security

Burdwan dietician runs
practice as MBBS,
health dept begins probe

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURDWAN, 2 APRIL

OneRDA (recommended dietary
allowances) practitioner has
been issuing prescriptions,
using a fake MBBS degree and
a 'Dr' prefix before his name
since over 30 years, which the
villagers have opposed these
days and a complaint against
whom was registered today
with thedistricthealth admin-
istration.

After the complaint was
registered, DrJoyram Hembram,
chiefmedical officer, East Bur-
dwan, said: "We've primarily
observed that the person was
conducting medical practice
illegally. We've taken cognisance
abouthisunauthorised actand
an inquiry has been suggest-
ed."

An RDA practitioner refers
to someone who uses recom-
mended dietary allowances,
theaverage daily nutrientintake.

Tanmoy Sidhhanta of
Singerkone village in Kalna,
over the three decades has
been practicing as a 'doctor’
serving at least 10 localities
over the years. He uses his

nameas 'DrTanmoy Sidhhanta,
MD (alternative medicine)'
written both in his chamber's
board and alsoin the prescrip-
tion. On9March, somevillagers
had challenged his degree
asking for his Medical Council
of India registration number,
which he'd declined to provide
raisingfurther suspicionofthe
locals. They then complained
about Sidhhanta to the Kalna
Superspecialty Hospital super-
intendent, Dr Goutam Biswas
thatwas forwarded to DrSoren,
the CMOH todayand aninves-
tigation was ordered.

On 11 March, Dr Biswas,
themedical superintendent of
Kalna Hospital had received a
complaint against one Laboni
Bhowmik thatshe'd been prac-
ticing as an eye surgeon men-
tioningin her prescription that
she'sattached with thathospital,
which was scrapped by Dr
Biswas. Dr Biswas said: "I'm
the medical superintendent
here since 2018, and I've also
examined the previousrecords,
but no such eye surgeon was
ever registered with this gov-
ernment hospital."

Bengal Police unnecessarily
creating panic over Ram

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 2 APRIL

Aseniorleader of the BJP from
West Bengal, on Wednesday,
accused the West Bengal Police
of creatingunnecessary panic
among common people over
the forthcoming Ram Navami
festival.

BJP'sformer national vice-
president and former party
LokSabhamember Dilip Ghosh
said that the decision of the
police authorities to cancel
the leaves of all cops, except
for emergency reasons, from
2-9 April was unnecessary.

"Such panic-driven deci-
sions are prompted only during
Hindu festivals. The police
should take care of those who
create trouble. Hindus are well
organised and they perform
theirreligiousrituals peacefully.
Lakhs of people participate in
Durga Puja, and no tension is
created. [thasbecome ahabit
of the ruling party to create
tension and panic," Ghosh
said. He also said that the
chances ofuntoward incidents
over the Ram Navami proces-
sions will not be there if the
police strictly handle those
who want to create tension
on the occasion.

Lastweek, two senior officials
of West Bengal Police told
media persons that they have
gotspecificintelligence inputs
onsome vested interests trying
to instigate violence in the
comingdays, especially targeting
the forthcoming Ram Navami

festival.

"Thereare plans toinstigate
people through different posters
or posts. The police are on

alert. There mightbeattempts |-

to instigate tension among
people from different com-
munities, especially focusing
on the occasion of Ram Navami.
We requested people not to
getinstigated. Thereisnoneed
toworry. Butatthe sametime,
we alsorequest peopleto alert
the local police in case they
notice any suspicious activities
intheirrespective areas," said
Additional Director General
(South Bengal) Supratim Sarkar
on 29 March.

Recently, therewerereports
of communal clashes from
Mothabari in Malda district.

Recently, the Leader of the
Opposition in West Bengal,
SuvenduAdhikari, said atleast
2,000 rallies, big and small
combined, willbe brought out
on the occasion of Ram Navami
thisyear.He also said thatpar-
ticipants at the rallies on Ram
Navami thisyearwillbe double
compared to last year.

"Ram Navami will be cele-
brated this year in a major
way. I will be there on the
streets on that day. Last year,
around 50 lakh Hindus were
on the streets to participate in
rallies on the occasion of Ram
Navami. Last year, there were
1,000 rallies. This year there
willbe 2,000 ralliesand around
one crore Hindus will participate
in those rallies this year," he
claimed.

measures.

Some members of the
union have raised their eye-
brows saying: “How did Chan-
drakanta, who attended the
awareness programme one
week ago, store raw materials,
including explosive items.
The Monday night incident
showed he used to run the
business illegally.”

“Chandrakanta didn’t fol-
low rules and used to man-

ufacture firecrackersillegally.
Our stand is not to stand
beside those manufacturers,
who do business violating
government rules and regu-
lations,” said Sukdeb Naskar,
president of the Maheshtala
Firecrackers Association.
Several manufacturers
alleged that the small scale
illegal firecracker units are
on therise because of irrational
attitude of the state govern-
mentbecause it only ensures
land but not adequate fund
forinfrastructure for setting
up of a unit. It requires Rs 4-
5 lakh for setting up of a
manufacturing unit, they said
requesting anonymity.
Sukdeb Naskar, president
Maheshtala firecrackers asso-
ciation, chandrakanta didn’t
followrules. We won’t stand
beside those who illegally
manufacture and store fire-
crackers. Police investigating
Chandrakanta and his brother

Tushar in connection with
theincident found their neg-
ligence in handling com-
bustible and explosive mate-
rials. Cases have also been
registered for storing such
raw materials endangering
life and safety and culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder under BNS and West
Bengal Fire Services Act.

All the deceased and
injured peoplebelongto the
Baniks, who have run the
manufacturing business of
firecrackers for the past 10
years.

Two of the deceased babies
are below one year while two
others are toddlers. Three
others sustaining severe burn
injuries are undergoing treat-
ment at Diamond Harbour
Medical College Hospital.

The Baniks have 11 mem-
bers, including an 80-year-
old Prabhaboti Banik, Chan-
dranath’s grandmother.

With treestelled, civics body
erectus shadesat trafticjunctions

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BOLANGIR, 2 APRIL:

The Bolangir Municipality
has erected shades at various
locations across the town,
particularly at traffic junc-
tions.

These overhead shades
provide much-needed relief
to commuters waiting at
traffic signals, reducing their
exposure to the scorching
sun and minimizing the risk
of sunstroke.

“For the first time, the
administration hasidentified
amajor publicinconvenience
and taken a meaningful step
to addressit" remarked Mad-
husudan Sahu, a local resi-
dent.

It is worth noting that a

decade ago, before the road-
widening project com-
menced, Bolangir town was
lined with thousands of trees
on both sides of the roads.

However, in the name
of development, the forest
department permitted felling
of trees without any effort
to recreate a tree cover in
the town.

Frustrated by adminis-
trative apathy and large-
scale corruption under the
guise of plantation initiatives,
agroup of treelovers formed
a social network group
named "Sabuja Bolangir"
before the last monsoon.

They tookitupon them-
selves to restore the town’s
greenery, planting thousands
of saplings. Their commit-

ment did not stop at planting;
they also fenced the saplings
and watered them regularly.

Later, Municipality joined
the movement, engaging
municipal staffin tree plan-
tation and fencing efforts,
particularly from Cocheri
Chowk to Santipada.

However, in a distressing
turn of events, unidentified
miscreants recently destroyed
at least 50 trees, along with
their protective fencing, on
the newly built ring road
from Sambalpur Road (NH-
26) to Chiminibhati.

Members of Sabuja Balan-
gir have since lodged a
formal complaint at the
police station, seeking action
against the unidentified cul-
prits.

TataSteel’s FAMD getsaward
forwater management

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 2 APRIL:

Tata Steel’s Ferro Alloys and
Minerals Division (FAMD),
emerged as the winner in
the “Best Integrated Water
Management Project” cat-
egory at the Water Digest
World Water Awards 2024-
25 organised in Delhirecent-
ly.

Minister of State, Ministry
of Jal Shakti, Raj Bhushan
Choudhary, presented the
award to Tata Steel followed
by the felicitation. Natasha
Jha, Head, Projects, Tech-
nology and Improvement
(FAMD), Tata Steel received
the award on behalf of the
company.

Acknowledging Tata Steel
(FAMD)’s cutting-edge digital
technologies to optimise
water management processes
and drive sustainability in

its operations, the coveted
award was presented to the
steel major at the event
organised by a water maga-
zine.

Pankaj Satija, Executive-
In-Charge (FAMD), Tata Steel
said, "Indiais a water stressed
country and various sectors
includingagriculture, com-
munity and industry are
competing for this scarce
resource. We are doing our
bit to minimise the water
consumption in our process-
es. We are happy to be recog-
nised for our commitment
and efforts in adopting inno-
vative digital solutions in
our journey towards water
stewardship.”

FAMD exemplifies this
commitment with initiatives
like the Central Effluent
Treatment Plant (CETP) at
Kamarda and Saruabil mines
and the Effluent Treatment

TMC worker shot
dead in Belgharia

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 2 APRIL

Tension flared up in Belgharia
after a Trinamul Congress
(TMC) worker was shot dead
at point-blank range late on
Tuesday night. Police said
that the deceased, identified
asRehan Khan (aged between
30 and 35). The victim was
reportedlyaclose aide oflocal
TMC councillor Debjani
Mukherjee. The incident took
place in front of the party
office in ward 35, triggering
unrest in the area.
Accordingtolocal sources,
miscreants targeted Rehan
late at night, leaving him griev-
ouslyinjured. Shockingly, his
body remained at the spot
throughout the night. On
Wednesday morning, he was
rushed to Sagar Dutta Hospital,
where doctors declared him
dead. The murder has sent
shockwaves through political
circles. The Barrackpore Police
Commissionerate haslaunched
a manhunt for the attackers.
Police are probing whether
thekillingwas linked to business
disputes, personal enmity, or

Rehan was attacked
late at night and left
grievously injured,
with his body remain-
ing at the spot until
morning.

political rivalry. Eyewitnesses
described adisturbingscene.
“In the morning, we saw his
body being taken away in a
toto to the hospital. There
was a visible hole at the back
of his head. It seemed like a
gunshot wound,” said alocal
resident. A police officer
involved in the investigation
stated: “He was sitting at the
place talking. We even found
a liquor bottle at the spot,
suggesting he might have been
drinking. His family informed
us that they spoke to him
between 11.30 p.m. and mid-
night. Hisbodywasrecovered
around 5.30a.m. We are trying
to identify who was present
at the time and who might be
responsible.”

As political and security
concerns escalate in Belgharia,
police continue their probe
into the brutal killing.

Plant (ETP) and Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) at
Sukinda mines in Jajpur dis-
trict of Odisha, which treat
and reuse wastewater.

At the Ferro Alloy Plant
(FAP) in Joda in Keonjhar
district of Odisha, innovative
measures have been imple-
mented to significantly
reduce water consumption.
By utilizing treated water
from the ETP and scrubber
pond water, the plant has
decreased its dependency
on fresh surface water, achiev-
ing over 40% reduction in
water usage. Similarly, FAMD
has leveraged IoT-based
smart water management
systems to enhance water
use efficiency at FAP Athagarh
-located in Odisha’s Cuttack
district - resulting in signif-
icantreduction in total water
intake and raw water con-
sumption in slag cooling.

Bengal illegal firecracker factory
blast: Role of panchayat under scanner

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 2 APRIL

After eight people died in a
blastatanillegal firecracker
factory at Patharpratima in
WestBengal's South 24-Par-
ganas district, therole of the
local panchayat has come
under the scanner of inves-
tigating officials.

The blast took place on
Monday night. District
administration sources said
that it had been revealed
that the Banik family, at
whose residence the illegal
firecracker was being run,
had secured an ordinary
trade license from the local
panchayat, which did not
come with the permission
to run a firecracker manu-
facturing unit.

Now, questions are being
raised about how even that
ordinary trade license was
granted by the local pan-
chayat, especially in the back-
drop of criminal antecedents
of one of the two arrested
accused in connection with
the blast, Chandrakanta Banik.

As per police records,
Banik was arrested in 2022
for his involvement in the
trading ofillegal firecrackers
and at that time, around 67
kilograms of illegal firecrackers
were recovered from his pos-
session.

Now, questions are being
raised as to whether the local
rural civicbody granted that
trade licence without back-
ground verification of the
license application from the
local police.

Atthe same time, questions
are also beingraised on how
thelocal police did not have
theknowledge thatanillegal
firecracker factory was being
run at theresidence by virtue
ofthatordinary tradelicence
thatdid not carry permission
to run a firecracker manu-
facturing unit.

Local people have already
claimed that the cops had
ignored repeated alerts of a
possible mishap because of
theillegal firecracker factory
being run from the Banik
residence.

Tushar Banik, the brother

of Chandrakanta Banik, the
jointowner of the residence
where the illegal firecracker
factorywasbeingrun, is still
absconding.

Police have registered a
case against the Banik brothers
under Section 287 (negligent
conduct concerning fire or
combustible matter endan-
gering human life or causing
harm), Section 288 (negligent
conduct concerning explosive
substances potentially endan-
gering human life or causing
injury), Section 105 (culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder), Section 110 (attempt
to commit culpable homi-
cide), Section 125 9 endan-
gering humanlives) and Sec-
tion61 (criminal conspiracy)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).

Additionally, they have
been booked under Sections
24 and 25 of the West Bengal
Fire Services Act, 1950. The
last two sections are related
to running of firecracker
manufacturing business with-
out a proper licence for the
same.

Binay and Debi electedas CAO
president & secretary respectively

E

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 2 APRIL:

The election of the Catering
Association of Odisha (CAO)
at its Annual General Body
meeting here recently. The
office bearers were elected
unanimously for the period
of 2025-29.

Binaya Bhusan Patnaik,
Debi Prasad Rath and M Jay
Prasad Rao were elected as

e

urer respectively.

Other office bearers are
Anup Kumar Bagaei, Naba
Ranjan Patnaik, Prabodha
Kumar Das and Debasis
Dhala as Chairman, Pattern,
Chief Advisor and PRO
respectively.

While congratulating all
the newly elected office bearers
and the members, President
Binaya Bhusan Patnaik said

OF ODISHA

ENERAL BODY MEETING. |

A At R4

"together we can make our
Association stronger and
stronger. Aswe observed dur-
ing the marriage, birthday
and other social functions
the wastage of food is amatter
of serious concern. We must
lunch massive drive to create
awareness among public "
The secretary Debi Prasad
Rath said "during the social
functions we must give
emphasis on Odia cuisine ".

Coolers donated for jail inmates

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BOLANGIR, 2 APRIL:

To provide relief to inmates
from the scorching summer
heat, members of the Agharia
Samaj donated two large water
coolers to the District Jail.
With temperatures soaring
above40°C,theinitiative aims
to help prisoners cope with
the extreme weather condi-
tions. Noted businessman
and philanthropist Rajkumar
Patel and vice president of
Agharia Samaj Bolangir, spear-
headed the donation drive.
He was accompanied by
Agharia Samaj president
Subhransu Patel and other
prominent members like
Dwarika Nath Patel and Digam-
bara Naik of the community

were present during the han-
dover ceremony at the jail
premises.

Expressinghis concern for
theinmates, Patel said, "Every-
one deserves basic comforts,
especially during such harsh
weather. We hope these coolers
will provide some reliefto the
prisoners."

Thejail authorities appre-
ciated the thoughtful contri-
bution, stating that it would
significantly improve living
conditions inside the facility.

The Agharia Samaj, known
forits social welfare initiatives,
hasbeen serving cooked meals
athospital campus onregular
basis beside it also engaged
in supporting healthcare,
donation of blood and edu-
cation projects.

Secretary of
Cooperative

Society arrested

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BALASORE, 2 APRIL:

The in-charge secretary of
Durgadevi Co-operative Soci-
ety of Balasore district has
been arrested by the vigilance
for misappropriating govern-
ment funds to the tune of Rs
6 lakh under the PM Fasal
Bima Yojana(PMFBY).

The accused identified as
Girish Chandra Behera, has
allegedly misappropriated
the government. money from
the society by diverting Indem-
nity claims under the PMFBY
meant for 38 farmers who
happened to be the victims
of crop loss during the years
2021-2023 .

Centurion university hosts AIU national
women student parliament

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
PARALAKHEMUNDI, 2 APRIL:

The AIU National Women
Student Parliament was
inaugurated by his Governor
Dr Kumbhampati Haribabu
at Centurion University here.

The event saw the par-
ticipation of over 30 univer-
sities and more than 200
female studentleaders from
across the country.

Prof. Sangram Keshari
Swain, Convener of AIU,
delivered the welcome
address and set the tone for
the engaging event. This was
followed by an address from
Dr Supriya Pattanayak, Vice-
Chancellor of Centurion Uni-
versity, who emphasized the
significance of empowering
young women through lead-
ership and dialogue. Empow-
ering women is not about
protest but about the future
of women's voice and power.

“Equality, empowerment
and emancipation are not
just ideas, but realities for
every woman in India, we

epaper.thestatesman.com

must also acknowledge the
pioneering women who con-
tributed to the drafting of
the Indian constitution. In
today’s India, women are
leading corporations, serving
in senior governance roles,
driving innovation, arguing
before the various courts of
law and revolutionizing social
change. The rise of women
in business, sports, law,
policy, making and arts is a
testament to the changing

landscape of our country”
said the Governor.

Dr. Mamata Rani Agarwal,
the Additional Secretary of
AIU, Former Air Force Pilot,
New Delhi, highlighted the
role of such platforms in
shaping future women leaders
and said such events focus
onwomen's voice is crucial.

Dr. G. S. N. Raju, Chan-
cellor of Centurion University,
shared his vision of promoting
gender inclusivity in educa-

tion and leadership. Dr Gitan-
jali Dash, The Vice-Chancellor
of Berhampur University ,
Dr. Amiya Kumar Rath, Vice-
Chancellor of Biju Patnaik
University of Technology
also addressed the gather-
ing.

The event was also graced
by Dr. Muktikanta Mishra,
President of Centurion Uni-
versity, and Prof. D. N. Rao,
Vice President of Centurion
University, adding to the dis-
tinguished panel of digni-
taries.

The inaugural session
concluded with an introduc-
tion of the team managers.
In the afternoon, the event
moved forward with its pre-
liminary rounds, where stu-
dent leaders engaged in
thought-provoking discus-
sions and debates on various
socio- political issues.

The event will feature
multiple sessions over the
next few days, culminating
in meaningful resolutions
aimed atempowering future
women leaders.
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CM turnsteacher at‘Shishu Vatika'

eventinBaraga

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 2 APRIL:

he atmosphere was
filled with joy as chil-
dren excitedly held
their new writing
boards and chalks while Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
satamong them, guiding their
tiny hands to write and draw.
The event took place at
Baragarh High School, where
anursery ‘Shishu Vatika’ was
inaugurated as part of a
statewide initiative. A former
teacher before venturing into
politics, the CM briefly
returned to his earlier role,
engaging with the children
by drawing circles with chalk
and teaching them to write
their first letter, ‘Ma.” He
further connected with the
little ones by asking their
parents' names, what they
had for food, and other simple
questions, fostering an inter-
active and joyful environ-
ment.
During his visit, the Chief
Minister also served lunch

| ¥

» ‘A nursery school will be opened
in all primary schools

to students of Classes IXand
X, distributed learning kits,
and explored the exhibits dis-
playing educational materials.
Expressing his vision for
strengthening early education,
heremarked that the nursery
initiative would significantly

enhance the primary educa-
tion sector in the state.
Thelaunch of pre-primary
education aligns with the
National Education Policy
2020. From the academic
year 2025-26, every primary
school in the state will have

rhHighSc

adedicated pre-primary edu-
cation center. These centers
will cater to children aged 5
to 6 years, providing them
with educational kits and
engaging them in entertain-
ment-based learning pro-
grams to make education
more appealing and inter-
active.

The event, organized by
the School and Mass Edu-

hool

cation Department, wit-
nessed the presence of MLAs
Babu Singh and Prashant
Jagdeb, Bhubaneswar Mayor
Sulochana Das, social work-
er Jagannath Pradhan,
School and Mass Education
Department Commissioner
and Administrative Secretary
Shalin Pandit, and OSEPAR
Project Director Ananya
Das.

10 students
injured as
school van
overturns in
Karanjia

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BARIPADA, 2 APRIL:

Atleast 10 students sustained
injuries when a school van in
which they were travelling
overturned at Bhaura village
on the road between Karan-
jia-Chadeibhol.

The incident took place
when aschool van was on the
way to drop the students to
their destination after school
on Wednesday . All the students
were studying in a private
school.

The injured were brought
to Karanjia hospital for treat-
mentand their condition was
stable. Sources said that on
being informed, the staff of
the private school and guardian
reached the hospital when
local policeinitiated the inves-
tigation to ascertain the cause
of the mishap.

Irate people of the locality
and some guardians staged a
road blockade on the Karan-
jia-Chadeibholroad demand-
ing proper treatment of the
injured students and repair
of the road.

Theyalsoraised the demand
to check the proper fitness
certificates and other docu-
ments of the school buses.

BJD leader raises Sambalpuri
Kosalilanguage issue in Assembly

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 2 APRIL:

Raisingahighlysensitiveissue,
the Deputy Leader of Opposition
inthe Odisha Assembly, Prasan-
naAcharya, urged the Odisha
government to grant statelan-
guage status to Sambalpuri
Kosaliand pushforitsinclusion
in the Eighth Schedule of the
Indian Constitution.

OnTuesday, the statehood
daywas celebrated and Odisha
is the first state to be formed
on linguistic basis. But one
crucial aspect is often over-
looked, he said . The fact is
thatover 1.5 crore peopleliving
across 11 districts speak Sam-
balpuri Kosalilanguage which
is distinct from Odia.

The BJD leader went on to
elaborate on the rich culture
and heritage of the western
region, the poems, songs, books
and its own dictionary. The
Sambalpuri song ‘ Rangabati’
has become popular across
the country and abroad. Its
singer, lyricist and musician
have been bestowed with the

LA N

padmaawards, he noted. Sam-
balpuri handloom is a craze
world wide.

Thereisenoughjustification
for the state government to
recognize Sambalpuri Kosali
language and also send a pro-
posal for its inclusion in the
8th Schedule, he said

The government is free to
accord state language status
to more than one language,
he said while citing Constitu-
tional provisions.He cautioned
that if the aspirations of 1.5
crorepeopleisignored, itmay
have serious ramifications

The demand was echoed
by his party colleague Dibya
Shankar Mishra.

Recently, the statements

]
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ofveteran BJP ML A Jayanarayan
Mishra had caused a flutter
when he said integration of
Koshalregion with Odishawas
a ‘historical blunder’ .. “You
are exploiting us, our wealth,
our mines, our agriculture,
our forests and now you are
trying to exploit us culturally”,
he had stated at an official
function in the presence of
Panchayati Raj Minister Rabi
Nayak.

The government was in a
bind and after a few days of
hullabaloo, the Law Minister
Prithviraj Harichandan made
astatementsayingtheremarks
of Mishra are his personal
views and not that of the gov-
ernment.

Marathon
debate over
Odisha
University
amendment bill

: ..-a.j" .

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 2 APRIL:

The Odisha Assembly wit-
nessed a marathon debate
over the Odisha Universities
Amendment Bill. The debate
continued well past midnight
and by 1 am only three clauses
of the total 18 in the bill had
been passed.

Minister Suryavanshi Suraj
piloted the Bill.

Opposition BJD members
had moved several amend-
mentsinasmanyas 12 clauses
of the Bill.

Veteran Ranendra Pratap
Swain, Dr Arun Sahoo,
Ganeswar Behera and others
discussed each and every
clause threadbear pushing
for their amendments.

Govt tailstorecoverover
Rs 3966 crore from mining
lessees: CAG Report

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 2 APRIL:

The Odisha government has
failed to take effective measures
to recover Rs 3,966.34 crore
in fines imposed by the
Supreme Court forillegal min-
ing, according to a performance
auditreportby the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG).

The Supreme Court, in its
August 2017 ruling, directed
the state government toimpose
penalties on mining companies
that had extracted iron ore
and manganese without proper
environmental or forest clear-
ance. The court mandated
that 100% of theillegallymined
minerals' value be recovered
from the mining lessees.

The report stated that all
outstanding dues were to be
deposited with the Odisha
Mineral Bearing Areas Devel-
opment Corporation
(OMBADC) by December 31,
2017. A central empowered
committee had recommended
the collection of Rs 19,174
croreinfinesfrom 131 mining
leaseholders who had violated
regulations.

However, as of December
2017, only 82 mining lessees
had paid Rs 8,289.87 crore,
leaving Rs 10,884.51 crore
unrecovered. ByJanuary 2023,
an additional Rs 7,371 crore
had been recovered, yet Rs
3,996.34 crore remained unpaid.

Despite the passage of six
years since the court order,
the governmenthasnot taken
stringent measures, such as

» OMBADC fund

mismanagement
detected

attaching the defaulters’
immovable properties, to recov-
er the outstanding amount.

The CAG’s performance
audit of "Management of
Odisha Mineral Bearing Areas
Development Corporation
Funds" identified several short-
comingsin planningand exe-
cution. The Project Monitoring
Unit (PMU) of OMBADC sub-
mitted a 10-year perspective
plan in June 2020. However,
as of April 2023, the plan had
yet to be approved for imple-
mentation.

As far as Drinking Water
Projects were concerned ,
instances of no feasibility
studies conducted for 27 small
piped water supply (PWS)
projects covering 49 villages
in Angul, Mayurbhanj, Jajpur,
and Koraputwas done, projects
worth Rs 1.73 crore were aban-
doned midway due to unavail-
able water sources, resulting
in aloss of OMBADC funds.

No projectswere approved
for 12 villages in Angul and 15
villages in Koraput, depriving
27 mining-affected villages of
clean drinking water were
some of the instances pointed
out by the audit.

The housing projects
showed that beneficiaries for
puccahouseswere notselected
usingabottom-up approach,
leading to repeated modifi-
cations in target numbers. As

of March 2022, Rs 13.94 crore
remained unutilized and was
not refunded to OMBADC.
Payments were made based
onmanipulated photographs.

Inskill development projects
itfound that out of200 candi-
dates enrolled for skill devel-
opment, 191 (95.5%) were not
fromidentified mining-affected
villages, depriving the ear-
marked SC/ST youth of the
benefits.

Only Rs 229.98 crore
(34.90%) of the approved health
project budget was allocated
to mining districts, with the
majority diverted to non-
mining blocks.

Of the 1,969 Anganwadi
centers targeted in four districts
(Jajpur, Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj,
Sundargarh), only 620 (31.48%)
were completed by December
2022. In Keonjhar and Sun-
dargarh, only 485 of the 1,408
proposed Model AWCs (34%)
were allocated to mining-
affected areas, with the rest
allocated elsewhere.

Only 1,488 out of 3,900
targeted toilets (38.15%) were
completed in four districts.
Keonjhar and Jajpur failed to
construct even a single toilet
outofthetargeted 1,332. Only
795kitchens were built against
the target of 2,239.

Thereporthighlights major
inefficiencies and misman-
agement in the utilization of
OMBADC funds, raising con-
cerns over the government's
accountability in addressing
the needs of mining-affected
areas.

Villagers
celebrate 21st
day of new
born elephant

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ANGUL, 2 APRIL:

Driven by irresistible love
,villagers of Gurunga ,15
kms from here, celebrated
the 21st day function of a
newborn elephant calf. The
calfwas born at the outskirts
of the village.

The villagers have been
nature lovers and have pro-
tected the nearby jungle
over several years. In this
case on 12 March afemale
elephant gave birth to a calf
close to their village. There
was a herd of six elephants
which left after the calf was
born. Villagers gathered to
see the event in large num-
bers .

According to Arun Naik
of the village after giving
birth to the child the mother
elephant took her calf to
the nearby jungle which was
photographed by villagers.
Then the villagers decided
to celebrate the 21st day
asitis the practice in hindu
families . All rituals were
performed on 1 April praying
for a long happy life to the
calf. The villagers also named
the calf as Budhaditya.

The mother and calf are
near the Mandargiri forests,
stated Naik. Angul forest
range officer Hargobind
Naik said that he was aware
of the fact and the follow
up celebrations in the vil-
lage.

| ]
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Fiveincluding girl held
inabduction case

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 2 APRIL:

The Commissionerate Police
on Wednesday arrested five
persons in connection with
an alleged kidnapping case
here as it panned out to be
a case of alive- in relation-
ship turning soar and the
girl conspiring to abduct
the boy for ransom .

The arrested accused
have been identified as
Prapti Sharma (23) of
Jamshedpur, Rakesh Chan-
dra Barik (33), Shyamsundar
Sahoo (22), Sibaram Behera
(28), Akash Parida (29) of
Bhubaneswar.

The police investigations
began on 1 April when one

a ransom call demanding
Rs 10 lakh for the release of
her brother Somanath Swain
(28). The kidnapper had used
Somanath’s mobile to make
the call. The complainant
said Prapti who lived with
her brother may be aware
of the incident.

Police found out that
Somnath and Prapti had
been living together for
three years and on 30 March
they had quarreled as he
suspected her of having an
affair with another boy.
Prapti narrated it all to her
elder sister who informed
her boyfriend Akash. Finally
Akash and others kidnapped
Somanath and confined him
in a hotel room.

Security beeted up for
Ram Navamiin Balasore
& Bhadrak district

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BALASORE, 2 APRIL:

Security measures have been
beefed up to ensure smooth
celebration of Ram Navami
in the sensitive areas of
Bhadrak and Balasore dis-
tricts.

DGI Eastern Range Satyajit
Naik stated on Wednesday
thatatleast 17 platoon police
forces, three companies of
Central Armed Forces in Bal-
asore alongwith 26 platoons
of police forces, one company
of Central Reserve Police
Force, a company of Border
Security Force(BSF) and one
company Rapid Action Force
along with 10 to 15 drones

DGP Vinaytosh Mishra
reviewed the law and order
situation in the two districts
and the arrangements that
are to be made for the festi-
val.

To enhance security,
mobile patrolling teams, traffic
control measures, and police
deployment in every lane or
path will be implemented.
Ahead of Ram Navami, a spe-
cial drive will be conducted
toarrestwarranted criminals,
and non-bailable arrest war-
rants will also be issued, he
further stated. In case of any
complaints, the Rapid Action
Force (RAF) will take imme-
diate action. To manage large
crowds, a one-way traffic sys-

BJD Chairperson of Vyas Nagar
municipality voted out by partymen

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAJPUR, 2 APRIL:

The chairperson of Vyas Nagar
municipality, Sangeeta Pingua
of the Biju Janata Dal (B]JD)
lost a no-confidence vote
brought against her by her
own party on Wednesday, an
official said.

As many as 20 of the total
26 councilors participated in
the voting process.

At least six councilors
including4 from BJD abstained
from voting.

The polling for the no con-
fidence vote began on Wednes-
day.Asmanyas 20 councilors,

16 from BJD and 4 from Con-
gress reached the venue and
all voted against Pingua.

The opposition required
18 votes to succeed but ulti-
mately secured 20 against the
chairperson.

Kalinga Nagar Additional
District Magistrate Sapan
Kumar Nanda, also the return-
ing officer for the voting
process said the chairperson
lost the no-confidence motion.

In the 26-member Vyas
Nagar municipality, the BJD
has 20 members followed by
five of Congress’s and one
BJP councilor.

Before the vote, Sangeeta

openly criticized her party’s
leadership, accusing them of
reducing functionaries to
'rubber stamps'.

Political analysts observe
that such a vote within the
partyunderscores underlying
tensions and aligns with broad-
erdissentexpressed by some
members within the party’s
ranks. This is the third such
incidentin Vyas Nagar Munic-
ipalityin thelast9years. First
no confidence motion against
Vyas Nagar Municipality Chair-
person Sabita Rout in 2016
and 2017 had failed when
BJD councilors strategically
abstained from voting.

Anjita Nayak lodged a com- The police rescued Som- | will be engaged. temwill also be implemented,
plaintsayingshehadreceived nath . State Crime Branch Special ~ the DIG informed.
P di 1 h Man held
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PARADIP, 2 APRIL: reaching63.71 MMT, making  operators, KalingaInternational | STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Paradip Port has retained its
No. 1 positionin cargo handling
among India's major ports
and has achieved a historic
milestone byjoining the exclu-
sive 150 MMT club, recording
150.41 MMT cargo throughput
in FY 2024-25.

Despite market challenges
such as a decline in iron ore
export demand and coking
coal imports, Paradip Port
Authority (PPA) continues to
lead in cargo handling across
both major and non-major
portson India’s eastern coast.

Several system improve-
ment measures introduced
by the port this year have
fueled this growth, noted the
portauthorities. Coastal cargo
handling now constitutes
42.36% of the total cargo vol-
ume, registering 7.65% year-

PPA the No. 1 Indian major
portin coastal shipping. Addi-
tionally, containerized cargo
volume has grown by 111%,
while fluxvolume has increased
by 32% Y-0-Y in the current
fiscal year.

Paradip Portalso achieved
a milestone in rail traffic
during the last fiscal year.
The number of rakes handled
by PPA grewby 5.32%, reach-
ing 22,818, while total rail-
borne traffic increased by
3.21%, hitting 81.01 MMT—
the highestamongall Indian
major ports. The port further
made history by launching
EXIM container traffic, han-
dling 12,711 TEUs last fiscal
year. Additionally, PPA
retained its No. 1 ranking in
berth productivity, achieving
animpressive 34,283 MT per
day per berth.

Coal Terminal Pvt. Ltd. record-
ed 15.18% Y-o-Y growth, while
Paradip East Quay Cargo Ter-
minal Pvt. Ltd. registered
12.53% growth, achieving their
highest-ever cargo volumes.

Itis pertinent to note that
major expansion projects like
construction of the25 MMTPA
Western Dock Project, exe-
cuted by M/s JPPL, is pro-
gressing with the first phase
scheduled for completion by
2026. Plans for aanew green
hydrogen/ammonia export
terminal are in the pipeline.

P.L.Haranadh, Chairman
of PPA, congratulated the
entire team, including
exporters, importers, officers,
staff unions, PPP operators,
stevedores, and shipping
agents, whose collective efforts
contributed to thisremarkable
achievement.

ROURKELA, 2 APRIL:

The police have arrested one
Sanjib Behera of Boudh district
while another accomplice
Rabi Ranamanaged to escape
duringa check ontheir vehicle
and therecovery of over 21kg
of ganja.

According to police on 1
April it received information
that one person was smuggling
ganja in a private car. Check
points were immediately acti-
vated and vehicle checks were
soon undertaken. It was during
the checking that the vehicle
of Beheraand Ranawas inter-
cepted.

Theywere carrying a gunny
bag packed with ganja weigh-
ing 21 kilograms 200 grams.
Police seized the car and also
two mobile phones from the
arrested Sanjib.
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Concernover shortage of
protessionalsinmedical rehab

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 2 APRIL:

The dire need to address the
shortage of trained profes-
sionals in medical rehabili-
tation was emphasized at the
National Convention on
Autism held here by the
departmentofsocial security
and empowerment of persons
with disabilities in collabo-
ration with the Institute of
Health Sciences (IHS), bringing
together government officials,
medical experts, and disability
rights advocates on Wednes-
day.

Dr. Sharanjeet Kaur, Chair-
person of the Rehabilitation
Council of India (RCI),
addressed the global shortage
of trained professionals in
medical rehabilitation. She
stressed the need for expand-
inghigher education programs
inrehabilitation sciences and

»» National Conven-
tion on Autism host-
ed by SSEPD dept

pointed out the rewarding
career opportunities in the
field.

Anu Garg, Development
Commissioner reassured the
gathering of the government’s
ongoing support for the devel-
opment of better rehabilitation
infrastructure. She acknowl-
edged the vital role of non-
governmental organizations
(NGOs) in service delivery .

Bratati Harichandan, State
Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities, shared her
extensive experience and
advocated forjointinitiatives
to advance the rights of persons
with disabilities while Professor
Satya Mahapatra, the founder
of IHS, spoke of the increasing
prevalence of autism and the

importance of strengthening
support structures.

He also highlighted IHS’s
on-going research and its
commitment to disability
rehabilitation, manpower
developmentinrehabilitation
sciences, and allied health
services.

Niyati Pattnaik, Director
of SSEPD and Dr. Subhasmita
Sahoo, Assistant Professor of
Audiology at HIS conducted
the proceedings. A technical
session featured distinguished
experts, including Dr. (Prof.)
Saroj Arya from the National
Institute for the Empowerment
of Persons with Intellectual
Disabilities (Secunderabad),
Dr. Nirmalya Mukherjee
(Kolkata), and Dr. Neha Tiwari
(Lucknow). They discussed
theimportance of early detec-
tion and a multidisciplinary
approach to autism treatment
and rehabilitation.

Infantdiesatchild care home even
as husband waits for custody

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAGATSINGHPUR, 2 MARCH:

The death of a 26-day-old
infantin a child careinstitution
here sparked a controversy
here even as the family was
waiting for the child to be
handed over to them.

The situation arose when
a25-year-old married woman,
Sumitra Behera, identified her-
self as unwed at the hospital
and handed over hernewborn
to the Child Welfare Committee
(CWCQ), allegedly as an act of
defiance against her in-laws.

Sumitra Behera, posed as
an unwed mother and con-
cealed her husband;s name
while admitting herself to the

District Headquarters Hospital
(DHH) for delivery. Upon sus-
picion, DHH Superintendent
Saroj Jena sought police and
CWC intervention. Investiga-
tionslater revealed that Sumitra
was indeed married but had
taken this step to sever ties
withherhusband, citingyears
of domestic abuse.

After delivery, she refused
to hand over the child to her
husband and in-laws and
instead entrusted the newborn
to the CWC for care and pro-
tection. Her husband, Chabbi
Behera claimed that he had
repeatedly approached CWC
officials to gain custody of his
son but was denied access.

Today, when we came to

take him home, we were
informed that he had died.
This is shocking and heart-
breaking,said ChabbiBehera.
He alleged negligence on the
part of the CWC, stating that
thelack of timelymedical care.

District Child Protection
Officer Kanhu Charan Rout
confirmed that Sumitra had
initially declared herselfunwed.
“Five days later, our inquiry
revealed that she was married.
A man then claimed to be the
father of the child, and verifi-
cation was ongoing when the
child passed away,” he stated.

Jagatsinghpur police have
registered an unnatural death
case and sent the body for

post-mortem.
[ ]
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Environment Ministry
intervenesinHCUrow

Theministry directed the Forest Departmentto takelegalactionin the case

Indo-U.S HADR amphibious
exercise Tiger Triumph
begins: The 4th edition of
the bilateral joint Humani-
tarian Assistance and Disas-
ter Relief (HADR) amphibious
exercise between India and
the United States of Ameri-
ca- Tiger Triumph 2025 -
started today with the
opening ceremony conduct-
ed onboard the Indian

Navy s INS Jalashwa (L41).
Showcasing the deepening
convergence of U.S.-India
strategic maritime interests
and the countries™ defense
partnership, the joint exer-
cise aims to further
enhance the interoperability
and combined joint all-
domain operations during
large-scale HADR operations.
A joint statement issued by
the Indian Navy s
spokesperson stated that
the harbour phase of the
exercise, underway at
Visakhapatnam, involves a
planning process for the
execution of various train-
ing events at sea, as well as
further refinement of pro-
cedures established in previ-
ous iterations of Tiger Tri-
umph. In addition, the har-
bor phase will include train-
ing and Subject Matter
Expert Exchange (SMEE)
events on a range of profes-
sional subjects, such as spe-
cial operations, emergency
medical response proce-
dures, and operations
across the air, maritime,
cyber and space domains.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 2 APRIL

he Union Ministry
of Environment and
Foresthasintervened
inthe clearingofthe
400 acres of forest land in
Kancha Gachibowli for auc-
tion, demanding a factual
report on the matter from
the Telangana government.

The ministry directing the
Forest Department to take
legal action in the case under
the provisions of the various
forest Acts.

Meanwhile, the Telangana
Police resorted to a lathi
charge on students and faculty
of the Hyderabad Central
University (HCU) protesting
against the government’s
decision to auction 400 acres
of land at Kancha Gachi-
bowli.

A letter to the additional
secretary (Forests) of Telan-
gana government from the
assistant inspector general
offorest, government of India,
was shared by G Kishan
Reddy, the Union minister
for mines and the state BJP
president.

Stating that the ministry
came to know about the “ille-
gal felling and removal of
vegetation in Kancha Gachi-

bowli Village, Ranga Reddy
district of Telangana by the
Telangana State Industrial
Infrastructure Corporation
(TSIIC),” the letter sought a
factual report and directed
the Forest Department to
take legal action under the
provisions of Indian Forest
Act, Wildlife Protection Act
and Van Adhiniyam.

The BJP MPs had sub-
mitted a memorandum to
the Union Minister of Envi-
ronment and Forest Bhu-
pendraYadavaswell as Edu-
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cation mminister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan.

Meanwhile, a large con-
tingent of police personnel
has been deployed near the
east campus of the university,
along with barricades, as
earthmovers engaged in clear-
ing the vegetation to level
the ground. The faculty organ-
ised a protest rally today
from Ambedkar Auditorium
joined by the students raising
slogans. As they attempted
tobreach the barricades, the
police resorted to a lathi

charge to disperse them. The
students have been boycotting
classes to organise protests
against the state govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, the University
of Hyderabad Students’ Union
called for anindefinite strike
at the university’s adminis-
trative building. The students
are upsetwith the university
authorities for facilitating
the presence of police per-
sonnel and clearing off the
land. Meanwhile, the “Save
HCU biodiversity” campaign
on social media gained
momentum. An online peti-
tion to save the rich biodi-
versity of Kancha Gachibowli
has been initiated, which
will be filed before the National
Green Tribunal. It stated,
“Famed for its ecodiversity,
Kancha Gachibowli is not
justaforest, butagreenlung,
a natural sink, making sig-
nificant contributions to the
overall air quality and ame-
liorating climate change
impacts... We strongly request
the concerned authorities to
rollback the proposed auction
of Kancha Gachibowli forest
land by TGIIC.”

Citizens have been protest-
ingagainst the government’s
decision to auction the land
offline and online.

Muslimsin Bihar miffed at
Nitish for supporting Wagqt Bill

IMRAN MOJIB
PATNA, 2 APRIL

Muslims in Bihar are miffed
at Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
for his decision to support
the contentious Waqf Amend-
ment Bill 2025, which was
tabled in the parliament on
Wednesday. They said that
the Bill is not just aimed at
usurping Waqf properties in
the countrybutis also aimed
atsowingthe seeds of discord
between various sects of the
community.

So far, the community
members were under the
impression that, if passed,
the new law will allow the
government to control the
Wagfproperties by appointing
anon-Muslim CEO and giving
unlimited power to District
Magistrates to decide about
any property whether it is
Wagf or not.

Butthedetailed structure
of the Waqf Board under the

new law, as mentioned by
Union Minister of Parliamen-
tary Affairs Kiren Rijijuin the
parliament, shows that this
bill has become even more
dangerous for the commu-
nity.

The minister announced
in the parliament that now
Shia, Sunni, Bohra, backward
Muslims, women, and expert
Non-Muslims will also be
there in the Waqf Board.

[tis simply a prescription
for chaos in society. There is
so much religious divide
between Shia, Sunni and
Bohra communities that they
rarely agree on any particular
point. That is why there are
separate Waqf Boards for
Sunni, Shia and Bohra com-
munities.

Making any arrangement
to appoint representatives
from every sect of Muslim
community on the Board is
bound to make every Waqf
property controversial, which

will pave the way for the gov-
ernment to interfere and make
adecision as per their whims
and fancies.

Abdul Bari Siddiqui, a
strongleader of the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD), warned
against the catastrophic con-
sequences.

He said that the Waqf
Amendment Bill is against
the Constitution. Muslims
are being targeted through
the Bill. This community will
die but will not let go of its
rights, he said.

The RJD leader further
said thatif the Bill was for the
betterment of Muslim com-
munity, the government
should have discussed itwith
Muslim community leaders.
Their suggestions should have
been included, but this was
not done.

Prashant Kishore, the
founder of Jan Suraaj Party,
said that if the Wagqf Bill is
passed by the Parliament,
then Nitish Kumarand Janata
Dal (United) will be responsible
forit. Muslims had a big con-
tribution in making Nitish
Kumar the Chief Minister in
2015; today Nitish Kumar is
breaking the promise with
them. Amending the Wagqf
Bill without the consent of
the Muslim community will
be aviolation of the promise
made by the founding fathers
ofthe Constitution to protect
their rights, he said.

Court stops bike taxiservicesin Bengaluru

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, 2 APRIL

In several cities, motorcycle
and scooter taxis run by
aggregators like Uber, Ola,
and Rapido provide com-
muters with a cheaper option,
albeit slightly risky in terms
of safety.

But in Bengaluru, they
must cease operations within
sixweeks unless the govern-
ment comes out with a specific

setof guidelines on the safety
and security aspects of two-
wheeler taxi services.

The Karnataka High Court
on Wednesday ordered the
suspension of bike taxi services
within sixweeks, saying that
they cannot operate without
guidelines that the govern-
ment must frame. It has
directed the government to
ensure compliance with the
court order.

The ordersrelating to two-

wheeler taxis came on a peti-
tion filed by taxi services
aggregator Rapido, pleading
for the registration of two-
wheelers as transport vehicles
and theissuance of necessary
permits under the Motor
Vehicles Act.

Initsorder, the courtalso
asked the government to
frame rules and regulations
for bike taxi services within
three months. The govern-
ment maintained that two-
wheeler taxis were illegal and
could not operate commer-
cially.

Justice BM Shyam Prasad
said the transport department
cannotbe compelled toreg-
ister motorcycles as transport
vehicles or issue contract
carriage permits for bike taxis
without a proper regulatory
framework.

Which is why the aggre-
gator petitioner has been
asked to immediately cease
operations. There needs to
be regulatory clarity before
allowing the services to
resume, the court said.

Probe Committee finds
no evidence against
previous BJPregime

LAKSHMANA VENKAT KUCHI
BENGALURU, 2 APRIL

The BJP in Karnataka has
got a partial relief with the
Justice Nagamohan Das
Committee probing the
alleged 40 per cent Com-
mission finding no evidence
in the allegations made by
the Contractors association,
though it said that the
malaise of corruption was
prevalent during the BJP
regime that it examined.
Although, the one-man
judicial commission that
probed the charges of cor-
ruption against the previous
government, said that cor-
ruption was deep-rooted
in the system but it found
no evidence of the charges
of 40 percent commission
being the norm for securing
government contracts and
passing of bills as alleged

by the contractors associ-
ation before the previous
Assembly elections.

In fact, the then oppo-
sition, Congress made cor-
ruption the central plank
of its campaign and ran a
very catchy and successful
PayCM campaign and 40
per cent Sarkara against
the BJP government and
the campaign seemingly
worked. It added to the
overall push for the Con-
gress to oust the BJP gov-
ernment and corruption
became one of the crucial
issues that played out in
the elections in 2023.

The BJP as a party, and
the then chief minister
Basavaraj Bommai, had
flatly denied the Congress
charges then, but during
the campaign, the charges
stuck to them.

CM Revanth criticises PM for
ignoring Telangana’s BCBills

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 2 APRIL

Lashing out at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi forignoring
the Bills to enhance reser-
vation for backward classes
(BCs), Telangana chief min-
ister ARevanth Reddy today
warned that their protests
will spread like wildfire
throughout the country. The
BC Poru Garjana was held
today at Jantar Mantar in
Delhi, demanding the Cen-
tre’s consent for the two
Bills that were passed by
the Telangana Assembly
recently.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the chief minister crit-
icized the Prime Minister,
wondering why the BC
reservation bill of Telangana
enhancing their reservation
to 42 percent was being
ignored. “We said we will
increase BCreservation in
our state. We did not ask

you (Modi) to increase it
in his state... BC groups
met BJP leaders demanding
anincreaseinreservation
according to the Assembly’s
resolution. But there was
no response,” said the chief
minister, explaining why
the rally was being held in
New Delhi. Dubbing it to
be arighteous war (dharma
yuddha), he warned that
the BJP will face a tough
time ifit does not give con-
sent to the Bills passed by
the Assembly. He said:
“Don’t try to dominate us.
You have seen what hap-
pened to the Nizam rulers.
You have seen what hap-
pened to the Andhrarulers.”

The chief minister also
tookadigat Union minister
for Home Affairs Bandi San-
jay Kumar. He said “Bandi
Sanjay said he will give his
life for BCs. We do not want
your life just increase the
reservation for BCs.” He

also said that if BC reserva-
tions were allowed to be
increased in Telangana, then
“we will hold ameeting with
ten lakh people and felicitate
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.”

The Telangana Assem-
bly has passed two Bills
toincrease BC reservations
in local bodies, employ-
ment and education and
the Congress demanded
that the central govern-
ment should approve the
two Billsimmediately. The
BCleaders also demanded
immediate nationwide
caste census and 33 percent
sub quota for BC women
inlegislatures. Key leaders
from other Opposition
parties, including AIMIM
president and Hyderabad
MP Asaduddin Owaisi, RJD
MP Manoj Jha, and DMK
MP Kanimozi, expressed
solidarity with the BC
protests.

Katchatheevu continues to haunt DMK, TN House passesresolution foritsretrieval
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More than half a century
after the tiny rocky islet
Katchatheevu in the Palk
Strait was ceded to Sri Lanka,
the Tamil Nadu Assembly
passed a unanimous reso-
lution demanding the Union
government to retrieve it
so as to protect the livelihood
and traditional rights of
Indian fishermen and secure
the release of fishers still
incarcerated in the island
nation.

The resolution moved
by Chief Minister MK Stalin
received the support of all
parties, including the BJP.
Floor leaders of all parties
spoke onretrieving the islet
to protect the fishermen
from being harassed and
arrested by the island
nation’s Navy, which also
impounded their boats.

The 285-acre barren unin-
habited islet, which has a
shrine to St Antony in the
strategic Palk Strait, was
ceded to Sri Lanka in 1974
in exchange for the marine

and hydrocarbon-rich
Wadge Bank down Kan-
nyakumari. The issue con-
tinues to haunt the ruling
DMK, as the party was in
power under M Karunanidhi
at the time.

According to the reso-
lution, the retrieval of the
islet alone could provide a
lasting solution to safeguard
the traditional fishing rights
of the fishermen of Tamil
Nadu’s southern coast. How-
ever, observers and the
Lankan side maintain that
the arrest of Indian fisher-
men by the Lankan Navy
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happens off Katchatheevu
as the marine wealth on

the Indian side has been
depleted due to bottom
trawling. Referring to Prime
Minister Modi’s upcoming
visit to Sri Lanka on 4 and
5 April, the resolution urged
him to hold talks with
Colombo to secure the
release of all incarcerated
fishermen along with their
boats on a goodwill basis.
Besides demanding that the
Union government mitigate
the sufferings of the fisher-
folk, itemphasised the need
toreview the 1974 and 1976
pacts with Colombo and
take steps to retrieve the
islet.

While moving the reso-

lution, Stalin said that despite
the political change in Sri
Lanka, there is no end in
sight to the attacks on fish-
ermen and accused New
Delhi of forgetting that Tamil
fishermen are also Indian
fishermen and the state
government had torepeat-
edly remind it. On the con-
tinued attacks on the fish-
ermen, he said, “I have writ-
ten 74 letters seekinginter-
vention to prevent the
attacks on our fishermen,”
and asked whether fisher-
men from other states were
arrested like this would their
governments remain silent?

Referring to Modi’s

remarks in the run-up to
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls
that if the BJP formed the
government, there would
not be arrest of even a single
fisherman, he said sadly,
the attacks are continuing,
A total of 530 fishermen
were arrested by Lankan
authorities and awarded
jail term and enhanced
penalty, he added.

Incidentally, a case filed
by the late Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa in the Supreme
Court, seeking to annul the
1974 and 1976 pacts and
retrieve Katchatheevu, is
expected to come up for
hearing shortly.

Fair Delimitation: Stalin to lead delegation
of MIPs, seeks appointment with Modi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, 2 APRIL

Within a fortnight of hosting
the Joint Action Committee
(JAC) of non-BJP-ruled states
facing the threat of popula-
tion-based delimitation, Tamil
Nadu Chief Ministerand DMK
president MK Stalin on Wednes-
day sought an early appoint-
ment with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to meet him

along with a delegation of

MPs. To present amemoran-
dum on the concerns sur-
rounding the proposed delim-
itation, the ChiefMinister had
requested a meeting with the

Prime Minister at an early

date. "I write to request an
audience with you, alongwith

epaper.thestatesman.com
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select Members of Parliament
fromvarious political affiliations,
to present a memorandum
ondelimitation thatemerged
fromourrecentdeliberations,"
says Stalin's letter to Modi,
posted on his 'X' handle.
Though shared on Wednesday,

the letter was written on 27
March. Thisfollowed the March
22 Joint Action Committee
(JAC) meetinghosted by Tamil
Nadu in Chennai in which
ChiefMinisters Pinarayi Vijayan
(Kerala), Revanth Reddy (Telan-
gana), Bhagwant Mann (Pun-
jab), DK Shiva Kumar, Deputy
Chief Minister of Karnataka,
former Odisha Chief Minister,
and Biju Janata Dal chief
Naveen Patnaik aswell aslead-
ers from the Congress, CPI,
RSP, Kerala Congress, Jana
Sena of Andhra Pradesh Deputy
ChiefMinister, and actor Pawan
Kalyan participated. The JAC
demanded a freeze on the
delimitation exercise foranother
25 years. It has also appealed
to the Prime Minister to declare

thison thefloor of Parliament.
Prior to this, Stalinhad convened
an all-party meeting in Tamil
Nadu, whichwas attended by
nearly 50 registered political
parties, barring the BJP.

“Thevoices emerging from
our deliberations transcend
political boundaries, embody-
ing the concerns of citizens
from diverseregions who seek
fairrepresentationin our par-
liamentary democracy. As
this issue holds significant
importance to our states and
citizens, I kindly request a
meeting with you to formally
submitthe Memorandum on
behalf of the Joint Action
Committee,” the letter read,
expectingapositive response
at the earliest.
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Jaipur blast conspiracy
accused arrested: The
Madhya Pradesh police
have arrested Firoz Khan,
the prime accused who had
been absconding for three
years in the 2022 case
related to the conspiracy
to carry out blasts in
Jaipur, from Ratlam city in
MP in the intervening night
of Tuesday and Wednes-
day, said police officials.
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) had declared
Khan as the 'most wanted"
accused in the case and
had announced a reward of
Rs 5 lakh on his head.
According to Ratlam SP
Amit Kumar, Firoz Khan
was arrested from his sis-
ter's house in Ratlam based
on a tip-off. The official
said that the police
received information that
Khan would come to his sis-
ter s house in Ratlam's
Anand Colony. Based on
the input, a police team
nhabbed Firoz Khan during
the intervening night of
Tuesday and Wednesday.
The SP said the police were
questioning Khan, and the
NIA had been informed
about his arrest. According
to reports, on March 28,
2022, the police seized a
huge quantity of explosive
material from a four-wheel-
er in Nimbahera town in
Rajasthan. The recovery of
the explosives from
Rajasthan in 2022 was part
of a plan to carry out a
blast in Jaipur.

NEPpaves way for making

aself-reliant nation:PM

Union Education Minister DharmendraPradhansaid the NEP hasrestored primacy toallindian languages
Ry

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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ighlighting the his-
toric transforma-
tion ofIndia’s edu-
cation sector in

2020 as India’s intellectual
renaissance, paving the way
for a self-reliant, globally
competitive nation through
education and innovation.
Responding to a post by
Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan on X,
the PM stated: “Union Edu-
cation Minister Shri @dprad-
hanbijp highlights howIndia’s

the pastdecade, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday hailed the Nation-
al Education Policy (NEP)

education sector hasunder-
gone a historic transformation
inthelastdecade. NEP 2020
is more than a reform; it is
India’s intellectual renais-
sance, paving the way for a
self-reliant, globally com-
petitive nation through edu-
cation and innovation.”

Mr Pradhan, in his post,
said the NEP 2020 represents

"Nothing could be further
from the truth than the argu-
ment that the education sys-
tem has veered off its course
inthelastdecade,' the edu-
cation minister said and drew
attention to anarticle he has
written in a newspaper to
showcase the ''true picture"
ofIndia's educational trans-
formation.

In thearticle, Mr Pradhan
said the NEP has restored
primacy to all Indian lan-
guages and knowledge tra-
ditions, overcoming the
decades of 'English First'
policies.

"The government remains
focused on building a Viksit
Bharat wherein education
trulyliberates and empowers.
The decade ahead will witness
an educational renaissance
that honours India's past
while fearlessly embracing
the future. India's educational
system has finally broken

a decisive break from the
“inglorious past” when cor-
ruption and governance
deficitwere the defining fea-
tures of the country’s edu-
cational system. The policy
is not merely an education
reform, it is the intellectual
decolonisation that India
had awaited for along time,
he said.

free from colonial shadows
and ideological captivity. It
stands poised to fulfil the
dreams of Millions of Indias,"'
the minister said.

Mr Pradhan said one of
the primary objectives of the

Railwayaccidentsdeclined
t081in2024-25 from 400
earlier, says Vaishnaw

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 2 APRIL

There has been a marked
improvementin safetyin the
operations of Indian Railways,
with the number of train acci-
dents declining significantly
to 81 in financial year 2024-
25 from 400 earlier, Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday.

Makinga comparison with
the tenure of earlier railway
ministers during the erstwhile
UPA regime, Vaishnaw said:
"During Lalu Ji’s time, there
were around 700 accidents
per year, during Mamata Ji's
time, there were around 400
accidents, during Kharge Ji's
time, there were around 385
accidents.”

Speaking during Question
Hour in the Lower House,
the minister said that efforts
were continuouslybeingmade
to introduce technological
and procedural changes and
new training methods, to fur-
ther reduce rail accidents in
the country.

"In financial year 2024-
25,whichhasjustcometoan
end, thenumberhasreduced

from400to 81, therehasbeen
a very significant improve-
ment," he remarked.

In answer to a question
on instances of delay in the
filing of FIRsrelated to crimes
on the railway network, the
minister said the Government
Railway Police of each state
and the Railway Protection
Force continuouslyhold dis-
cussions to coordinate action,
and the governmenthas intro-
duced the system of filing
zero FIRs thatwill help address
the issues.

Theminister also said that
to improve the regional pas-
senger experience, the Indian
Railways have proposed to
offer a variety of different
Indian cuisines on select trains.

This proposal was brought
by the Railway Minister in
the Lok Sabha during Question
Hour on Wednesday.

In answer to a question
by DMK’s Sumathy
Thamizhachi Thangapandian
about thelack of South Indian
dishes offered on the Vande
Bharat trains operating in
Tamil Nadu, the Railway Min-
ister said that a pilot scheme
wasbeing tested by Southern
Railways.

NEP is to correct structural

inequalities inherited from
centralised, rigid and elitist
frameworks.

Congress questions PM onnormalisation of ties
with China desplte itsincursionon Indian territory

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 2 APRIL

Congress on Wednesday
demanded that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should explain
to the people of the country
what prompted the govern-
ment to normalise relations
with China while our territorial
integrity remains “gravely
compromised”.

The party further said
that the prime minister should
take the people into confi-
dence on thisissue of national
importance. Congress general
secretary in-charge of Com-
munications Jairam Ramesh
on Tuesday noted that India’s
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri and Chinese Ambas-
sador Xu Feihongjointly cut
a cake to celebrate the 75th
anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Indiaand
China. “President Droupadi
Murmu and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi exchanged
greetings with their Chinese
counterparts, President Xi
Jinping and Premier Li Qiang,
respectively. What takes the
cake is how this is a clear
signal that the Modi gov-
ernment has decided to
accept the greatest loss of
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supreme sacrifice in Galwan
on 15 June, 2020.

“Itcontinues todayin the
Modi government's failure
to safeguard our sovereignty
while pursuing normalisation
with China. More than four
months after the signing of
the disengagement agree-
ment of 21 October, 2024,
the Indian government has
failed to assuage widespread
concerns that the agreement
represents a major setback
toIndia's territorial integrity
and national interest,” the
parliamentarian said in a
statement.

“Even amid the Chinese
incursions on our sovereignty,
our economic dependence
on China continues to grow.
Chinese imports have exceed-
ed $100 billion and are headed
higher in 2024-25, with our

Indian territory in decades,
surrendering over 2,000 sq
km of land in Ladakh in the
guise of disengagement,” he
said.

Asserting that there is a
consistency in the prime
minister's pusillanimous
approach to China, the Con-
gress MP claimed that it
started with the infamous
public clean chit he gave to
Chinawhen he declared "na
koi hamari seema mein ghus
aaya hai, na hi koi ghusa
hua hai" on live television,
only four days after 20 of
our brave soldiers made the

trade deficit vis-a-vis China
also hitting record highs,”
he pointed out.

Without naming anyone,
he claimed that the Chinese
firms that agree to tie up
with the PM's close friends
are being rolled out a red
carpet to enter the Indian
market, even as India's job-
generating MSMEs are being
devastated by the onslaught
of Chinese imports.

“Wereiterate our demand
that the prime minister should
take the people into confi-
dence on thisissue of critical
national importance and
explain why we are normal-
ising relations with China
and deepening our economic
dependence on them even
as our territorial integrity
remains so gravely compro-
mised,” added Ramesh.

Rajasthan HC adjourns hearing on Asaram'’s bail plea: The
Rajasthan High Court on Wednesday adjourned the hearing
on a plea to extend the period of interim bail of Asaram
Bapu, a convict in the rape case of a minor, until 7 April.
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AFFIDAVIT

I, Choudhury Sasmita Das,
Wio.: Ashis Mohanty, resident of
Plot Nao: 2132/4734, Nageswar
Tangi, Bhubaneswar, Dist.:

(I
REGIONAL OFFICE: CUTTACK

CORRIGENDUM

With reference to the “Demand

Notice” published in The
Statesaman on 30.03.2025, the
Branch name mentioned for
Borrower: M's Khushi
Enterprises should be read as
"Aahama Branch"” Instead of
"“Pattamundal Branch®. All othar
lacts remain unchanged,

Autharisad Offc e

Khurda, PIN- 751002, Odisha
declare by this Allidavit No.:
8276, cdid. 28.07.2008 thal now
onwards | shall be known as
SASMITA MOHANTY lor all
future purposes.

Dr.02.04.2025 /

NOTICE

1. Approval under requlation-86 of CERC (Conduct of Businasa ) Requiations'139% and
CERC (Terms and Conditions of Tar#) Regulations'2019 for determination of
Transmission Tanfl from DOCOs to 31-03-2024 for Assel (04 nos) under
“Strengihening of OPGW network within ER Grid and Connectivity with Other
regions” in Exslern Ragion

2 The beneficiaries of the above mentioned Transmission system are: 1} Bihar Sisle
Power [Holding) Company Lid, (i) West Bengal Stade Elecinicity Destnbofion
Company Lid, (i) Grd Corporation Of Orissa Lid,, (W) Damodar Valley Corparation
(v] Power Depariment, Govt Of Siklim ,Ganglok, {vi) Jharkhand Bijii Vitran Nagam
Lid

3. Oplic fibre line length. Apportioned Approved capital cost (Rs. In Lacs), Date of
Commential Operafion and Capital cost up to daie of Commercal Operaiion

(Rs. InLacs):
Assel Fibreline | Apportionedapproved | DOCO | Capitsl cost
length (km) Capital cost (RCE) on DOCO
{Rs in Lakhs) in
Asset-l 1.022 4.37 23.05.2024 Bz
Azset-ll 33215 1210.07 25.06.2024 1061.44
Asset-lil 148,603 5949.95 31,08 2024 15276
Asset-lV 331.086 1623.05 19.12.2024 138236
4 The annial ransemission @anf for the tanif period 2019-24 s summanzed a3 below
{Hs i Laihs]
AssetTarif 2024-25 | 202526 | 2026-27 | 2077-28 2028-29
Asset-| 016 0.49 0.61 0.59 0.58
Asset-l 180.64 246.13 243.33 235.T6 28
Assot.ll 44.03 111.81 124 110.61 107.12
Assstly B3.52 320 32041 310.59 300.80

5. Acopy of the application made jor determination of tans is posied on the websie of |
e apphcanl alm&g‘g_

6. The suggesiions and objeclions, if any, on the proposals for determinadion of tEnlf
containgd in the application be filed by any parson, incuding the beneficiary bafore
the Secratary, Central Electricity Requlatory Commession, 3 & dth floor, Chandralok
Building, Janpath, New Delhi - 110 D01 (or other address where the ofice of the
Commission is siusted), with s copy to the applicant st the address of ils corporate
office within 30 days of pubbication of this nofica,

Place: GURUGRAM Sdi-
Date: : 02.04.2025 Chief General Manager {Commercial & RC)

POWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED
{A Government of India Enterprsa)
Reg. Office : B-0. Qutab instituliona! Area, Kabwara Saral, New Delhe-110 016
Corp. Offfice ; “Saudamini™, Plot No. 2, Sactor-28, Gunugram- 122001, (Hanana)
Wi powergrid.in, CIN : L40101 DL 1989G0038 1

PG o b= 1 7 A= 20N - 25 P anphiaiva

A Maharatna PSU

ciona Simerea @ punjab national bank

in first floor wath NNt faciity.

PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK, CIRCLE OFFICE-BERHAMPUR (GANJAM),
Siva Arcade, 2nd Floor, Tata Benz Square, Berhampur,
Dist.: Ganjam, Odisha, PIN-T60006

PREMISES REQUIRED

Punjab National Bank requires suitable ready buillt and weall-
constructed hall type bullding having Carpet Area as per the
measuremenlts al vanous locations menlioned below on leasa/
rental basis. Premises should be preferably in Ground Floor and if

in Rural and Semi Urban areas.
Eligibility:

communicabion skills,
b} Education - Graduate

.| Name of the existing |Nama of the El_t-qurv of| Required sqit.

No.| Branch at location District  (the location |Area I'h‘p-i-l have knowledge of local language
SARALAPADAR (281200, 1200 To 1600

L[ ar nupavagim | CAJAPATH RURAL aqtt

Premises offered should have all clearance certificates from
statutory authorities. Interested owners / registerad FPower of
attormey Holders of such premises in the desired locality who are
ready 1o lease oul their readily avallable premises on long term
lease basis preferably for 15 years or more may send their offers
in the prescribed format avallable on Bank's website
www .pnbindia.in or the same may be obtained from the above
address during office hours, The complete offer duly sealed &
signed and should reach the undersigned on or belore 16.04.2025
& 4,00 P.M a1 the above address,

Mo brokerage will be pald by the Bank. Bank reserves the right
to accept or reject any or all offers at its sole discretion without
assigning any reasons whatsoever,

il anvy.

Phone : 06856291029

Place: Berhampur, Date: 03.04.2025

Sd/- CIRCLE HEAD

dona sigieis as (O

fiy Orienial

Regional Office: Rayagada

Union Bank of India Invites applications for the post of Financial
Literacy Credit Counsallor for thelr PARALAKHEMUNDI centers
from prospactive candidates. Tha appointment shall be puraly on
Contract Basis fora period of one year.

The job involves creating Financlal Awareness and Educaling
Common people through Financial
Management of Money, Importance of savings, other lacilities
extended by Banks, benefits of borrowings from Banks, digital
awareness, direct benefit transfer and other finance related issues

a) Age - abovae 35 Years and up to 64 Years — physically active with
sound health and have aptitude for counseling with good

c) Retired VRS opted bank employees will be preferred
d) Candidate having Banking Knowledge /
having completed |IBF Cenification Course to be considerad

&) Should be computer lilerate knowing basics and internet

f} Applicant should be resident of above specified District and mus!

Remuneration: Fixed remuneration of Rs 20,000/ par month
NOTE: Selected candidates have to mandatorily provide a
refundable security deposit of Rs 30,000/

Inerested candidates may apply with a NON Refundable fees of As
1000/- in favor of “Reglonal Head, Union Bank of India, Reglonal
Otfice Rayagada” payable at RAYAGADA (DD of any nationalized
Bank is accepled)on a plain paper with full Bio data and expérience

The acceplance ol application will remain open till such penod
minimum applications are received. Bank reserves the rnght lo close
or canced the adverlisement and accept or reject the applications
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Address:

Regional Head, Union bank of India, Regional Office: Rayagada, 1st Floor
=ri Vinayaka House, Besides MI Division, New Colony, Rayagada

Ilt Floaor, ‘-'inn'fllu Housa,

Hal.rnqmia 7165001, Odisha
APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR APPOINT

Literacy Camps on

Financial Services /

Regional Head
Regional Office, Rayagada

Punjab national bank

JTathaer or he belitar)

United {25

CIRCLE SASTRA CENTRE, BALASORE

CIRCLE OFFICE, 2ND FLOOR, BHARAT TIMBER COMPLEX, VIVEKANAND MARG, BALASORE - 756001

Email Id: cs8190@pnb.co.in, Nodal Officer Contact Number- 9088100055

MEGA E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE

respective properties.

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Notice is hereby given o the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor{s) that the below described immovable properties morigaged/charged o
the Secured Creditor, the constructive / physical / symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/Secured Creditor, will be sold on
"AS IS WHERE IS” "AS IS WHAT IS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS" basis on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues 1o the Bank/
Secured Creditor form the respective borrower(s) and guarantor(s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as menfioned in the table below against the

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

MName of the Branch :'!: ﬁﬂﬁu "I'mﬂd m“”““”“ﬂi}; )
A]l Reserve Price | _ Details of
g Name of the Account Description of Immovable Properties | g) Outstanding Amount 'B) EMD Date & Time of| ENCUMbrances
No Name & Addresses of the WEGERREINGE 7 CXETaE'S NN C) Fomtsasion Dete s 3304) o  C) Bid Increase E-Auction AIOwE ' e
(mortgagers of Property{ies)) SARFAES| ACT 2002 Secured
Borrowers / Guarantors / Mortgagors : + Amount Credilors
in Account D) Nature of Possession Symbaolic |
I Physical / Consiructive
1. | PNB GADIA (090320 EQM of Land and Building in the name of| A) 22.02.2024 |
Borrower: Shri Uttam Kumar Patra, | Sumati Patra, Wio: Prafulla Ch. Patra, At: Plot| B) ¥7,18,726.94 as on | A) T 21,85,000/- 29.04.2025
S/o: Pratulla Ch. Patra / Guarantors/|No.: 6358/806, Area: Ac. 0.04 Dec, and Plot| 28.02.2025 + further | 'B) 7 2,18,500/- al Nill as per
Mortgagors: 1) Shri Pratulla Chandra No.: 643/807, Area: Ac.0.17Dec., Khata No.;| interest, charges 1100 AM our Record
Patra(Husband/Legal heir of Late|114/26, Mouza: Idar, P.S.: Betnoti No.. 40,| C) 27.06.2024 | €) 2 20,000/ 1o 4.00PM
Sumall Palra), 2) Shantilata Patra|Disl.: Mayurbhanj, Total Area: Ac.0.21Dec. | D) Symbolic

{DaughterLegal heir of Late Sumati Patra), 3) Smt Nirumpama Patra, W/o.: Rajesh Kumar Patra (Daughter/Legal heir {:d' Late Sumati Patra), All are AYPO Icta.r P.5: Betnob,
Dist.. Mayurbhan|, Gadia, Odisha-757018

2 |DHAMRA BRANCH (095720) / Equitable Mortgage of Land and Building in A) 05.02.2024
Borrower: Shri Hare Krushna Mandal, name of Shri Hare Krushna Mandal, S/o:[g !115_3',5_..!‘1 22 as on | »00- 20.04.2025
S/o Late Abinash Chandra Mandal. At:| Late Abinash Chandra Mandal, bearing 2;.02,‘202.5 + lurther | A) 4,28, ' art Nill as
Purna Prasad, P.O: Kishore Prasad, Ehﬂtﬂ MNo.: 123. Plot Mo.: 78, Area: Ac. 0.14 interast. CHEIQEH .B} T 42,800/- 1 M £
P.S: Bansada, Bhadrak, Odisha-|Dec, Mouza: Purna Prasad, Tahasil: C) 10.04.2024 _ 00 A our Record
756171 / Guarantor/Mortgagor: Shri| Chandabali, P.S.: Bansada, Dist.: Bhadrak. 5, 5.’.'““;“: 1€) ¥ 10,000/~ o 4.00 F.M
Srinibash Maity, S/o: 5r Krushna Maity, Al Kalthkhola, Dhamra, Pin-756171 |

J. |PNB JALESWAR BRANCH (675800) / [All that part and parcel of the Land and| A) 27.12.2021 |
Borrower: M/s. Uma Rani Textiles | Buliding situated at: Plot No.: 1332, Khata No.:| B) ¥13,01,255.46 as on | 000/-
Partners: 1) Mrs. Uma Rani Das, 2)|469/340, Area: Ac. 0.28 Dec., Mouza: Jaladha, | 28.02.2025 + further | A)T 4418, 1?.&:'.12025 Nill as per
Mr. Shasank Sekhar Das, All are At|PS/Tahasil: Bhogarai, SRO: Jaleswar, Dist.: | Inleresl, charges ' B) T 4,41,800/- 1100 A M our Record
Bago, P.O.: Nachinda, Via: Kamarda, | Balasore Standing in the name of Smt. Uma| C) 15.03.2022 | €) 7 20,000/- 400 P M
Dist.: Balasore-756035 Ranl Das, W/o: Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Das. | D) Symbolic | : o

4 F@_E&ELIE_EF_FUH_“@}I!F All that part and parcel ol immovable | A) 26.08.2022
Borrower: Mr. Ratikanta Sahoo, [Property in the name of Mr. Ratikanta | B) €8,02,424.52 as on | A]{'am 100/- 17.04.2025
S/o: Chintamanl Sahoo, Al |Sahoo, S/o) Chintamani Sahoo, Plot No.: | 28.02.2025 + lurther } il Nill as per
Madhusudanpur, P.O.: Barandua, Dist.: |106/657 Khata No.: 126/70, Area: |inlerest, charges 9_1”““1“" 11,00 AM our Record
| Bhadrak, PIN-756180 ~ |Ac.0.030 Dec., Mouza: Madhusudanpur, __} 18.11.2022 | €) 7 10,000/- o 4.00 P M
| Tahasil: Basudevpur, Dist.: Bhadrak D) Symbolic

TERMS AND CONDITIONS :

I'he sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed In the Securty Interest (Enforcement) Hules 2002 and 1o llw,- lnlluwlnu turther
conditions: 1. The properties are baing sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS™ and "AS 1S WHAT 1S BASIS® and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS". 2
Secured Assels specilied in the Schedule here-in-above have been staled (o the best of the information of the Authonsed Officer, bul the Aumuriu.uti Officer shall nol be
answerable for any error, misstatemen! or omission in this proclamation. 3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Websile
https://baanknet.com on 29,04,2025 & 17.04.2025 at 11.00 am. 4, For detailed term and condibons ol the sale, please refer hitps://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in

. Tha particulars of

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Place: Balasore, Dale: 02.04.2025

Sd/- Authorised Officer, Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor

epaper.thestatesman.com



06

The Statesman

Incorporating and directly descended
from THE FRIEND OF INDIA - Founded 1818

Powerful signal

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the Rash-

triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) headquarters in

Nagpur is more than just a routine event ~ it is a
powerful political signal. As the ideological fountainhead
of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, the RSS wields con-
siderable influence over the party’s direction, policies,
and electoral strategies. Mr Modi’s visit, therefore, is not
just symbolic but a reaffirmation of the deep-rooted ties
between the government and the Sangh. This meeting
with RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat comes at a crucial junc-
ture, when the nation is on the cusp of another election
cycle and the BJP faces both opportunities and chal-
lenges. The party has maintained a strong electoral
presence, but with opposition forces regrouping and
public discourse around governance and policy inten-
sifying, Mr Modi’s presence at the RSS headquarters
could be seen as an attempt to consolidate ideological
and organisational support ahead of the political
battles to come.

The RSS has long been the backbone of the BJP’s
grassroots mobilisation efforts, ensuring electoral vic-
tories through disciplined cadre work and ideological
propagation. It is no secret that many senior BJP leaders,
including Mr Modi himself, have deep RSS roots. While
the Prime Minister has, at times, sought to carve out a
distinct image of governance focused on development
and national security, the RSS remains an indispensable
part of the broader political ecosystem that sustains the
BJP. His visit signals that despite any apparent diver-
gences, the government and the RSS remain aligned in
their larger vision for the country. One must also con-
sider the internal dynamics at play. Mr Modi’s relation-
ship with the RSS has seen phases of both synergy and
strategic distance. While his government has champi-
oned policies that align with the Sangh’s nationalist
vision, it has also, at times, taken a pragmatic approach
that diverges from traditional RSS positions. Economic
reforms, foreign policy manoeuvers, and governance
priorities have not always been in lockstep with the RSS
worldview. This visit could be an effort to smooth over
any differences, ensuring continued cooperation as the
party and its parent prepare for future challenges.

For Mr Bhagwat and the RSS leadership, Mr Modi’s
visit serves as an acknowledgment of the Sangh’s endur-
ing relevance. While the RSS does not directly participate
in electoral politics, its influence is undeniable. By host-
ing the Prime Minister, Mr Bhagwat reiterates that the
organisation remains central to shaping the ideological
and strategic discourse of the ruling dispensation. Ulti-
mately, the visit to Nagpur is a reminder that in Indian
politics, ideological anchoring is as important as elec-
toral arithmetic. Mr Modi’s visit to the RSS headquarters
underscores the symbiotic relationship between the
party and its ideological mentor. Whether this is a show
of strength or a necessity dictated by the political
moment, one thing is clear ~ the RSS continues to hold
significant sway over the country’s political trajectory.

French turmoil

he decision to bar Marine Le Pen from running for

public office for five years is nothing short of seis-

mic for French politics. With her far-right National
Rally (RN) gaining ground over recent years, Ms Le Pen’s
absence from the 2027 presidential race reshapes the
political landscape in ways that are both predictable and
unpredictable. While legal consequences must apply to
all politicians equally, the broader implications of this
ruling raise pressing questions about democracy, polit-
ical strategy, and the future of France’s right-wing pop-
ulism. Ms Le Pen’s conviction for misappropriating
European funds and her subsequent sentencing, includ-
ing a prison term and financial penalties, reinforce the
principle that no politician is above the law. At the heart
of the case was a system of using European Parliament
funds to pay staff who worked primarily for RN, an act
deemed as fraud by the courts.

The ruling sends a strong message about accounta-
bility, particularly in an era when public trust in insti-
tutions is fragile. However, the immediacy of her dis-
qualification ~ despite the possibility of appeal ~ intro-
duces concerns about judicial influence over political
processes, especially since past cases involving French
politicians allowed more time before a ban took effect.
The most immediate consequence of this ruling is the
leadership vacuum within RN. Ms Le Pen was widely
seen as the far-right’s strongest candidate for 2027,
with polls suggesting she could have mounted a formi-
dable challenge to centrist governance. Now, her party
must either rally behind a successor, most likely Jordan
Bardella, or risk losing momentum. Mr Bardella,
as RN’s president, has positioned himself as a
charismatic and competent figure, but whether he can
command the same level of personal loyalty and elec-
toral success remains uncertain. The ruling may force
RN to accelerate its transition into a broader populist
movement rather than relying on the Le Pen
family brand.

But this decision doesn’t only affect the far right.
French democracy itself now faces an intense debate on
whether judicial rulings should have the power to
reshape elections. Figures from both the left and the
right, including Mr Jean-Luc Mélenchon and Mr Laurent
Wauquiez, have expressed unease about a judge’s deci-
sion effectively removing a popular politician from elec-
toral contention. Their concerns tap into a larger ques-
tion: should the electorate alone have the power to
remove leaders, or is judicial oversight necessary to safe-
guard democracy from corruption? Ms Le Pen and her
supporters will undoubtedly frame this as a political per-
secution, fuelling anti-establishment sentiment. When
populist rhetoric thrives on narratives of victimhood
and elite suppression, this ruling could backfire. Rather
than diminishing RN’s influence, it might galvanise its
base, reinforcing the belief that the system is rigged
against them. If the party can effectively channel this
grievance into electoral gains in the legislative elections,
the French political establishment may find itself facing
an even stronger far-right movement.
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Life and Death~11
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Because ultimately we live for others, just as much as we live for ourselves -
through our work and lives — in our professions and at home. We are constantly
spending every bit of our lives, our time and energies thinking about others’
well-being. And therefore, our lives can never be entirely ours — our presence,
our existence is so intertwined with those of our near ones, and theirs in ours,
and that our lives can never be thought of in isolation. And therefore it cannot
be our decision to end it either

aniel Kahneman, a
Nobel laureate in Eco-
nomics, died by assist-
ed suicide (according
to Wikipedia, “Assisted suicide,
also known as physician-assist-
ed suicide (PAS), is the process
by which a person, with the help
of others, takes drugs to end
their life) on 27 March 2024,
three weeks after his 90th birth-
day, in Switzerland (a country
where PAS is legal). In fact he
went to Switzerland... to die.

He had earlier written an
email where he said: “I have
believed since I was a teenager
that the miseries and indignities
of the last years of life are super-
fluous, and I am acting on that
belief. I am still active, enjoying
many things in life (except the
daily news) and will die a happy
man. But my kidneys are on
their last legs, the frequency of
mental lapses is increasing, and
[ am ninety years old. It is time
to go.”

Who are we to decide when
it’s time to go? Because, after all,
our lives are not entirely ours.
Had Kahneman'’s children hug-
ged him closely and made him
feel loved and wanted in spite of
his ailments, would he still wish
to go? Would he still have gone?

Because ultimately we live
for others, just as much as we
live for ourselves ~ through our
work and lives ~ in our profes-
sions and at home. We are con-
stantly spending every bit of our
lives, our time and energies
thinking about others’ well-be-
ing. Poet Sunil Bhandari writes,
“Because the fact is that our bre-
ath, our life, is also a collective.
We are made of the efforts, the
hope springs, the heart carvings,
the soul bindings, the body crav-
ings, the thought mouldings of
all who love and care for us. We
start being someone and then
are slowly changed and created
out of what others see us as.
What might start as an opinion,
an illusion, starts getting recre-
ated. We then are what we make
of ourselves, but are also deeply
vented and grooved by what our
world thinks of us.”

And therefore, our lives can
never be entirely ours ~ our pre-
sence, our existence is so inter-
twined with those of our near
ones, and theirs in ours, and
that our lives can never be thou-
ght of in isolation. And therefore
it cannot be our decision to end
it either. In the same vein, Bhan-

—

SIR, The article “Crisis on cam-
pus” (23 March) by Amrita Baner-
jee expresses serious concern
over increasing radicalisation at
Jadavpur University campus and
calls for concrete action to check
its detrimental impact on aca-
demic life, institutional integrity
and societal advancement.
Ideally, university education
serves as a beacon of intellectual
freedom, critical thought and cul-

Lg LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

dari, once again, writes, “If our
presence makes a difference to
the lives of someone else, we are
not only our own. If our mere
breath gives solace to someone
else, we are not our own. If mere
presence, without words, with-
out effort, makes someone’s life
feel complete, then our life is not
merely ours.”

And we have also seen ins-
tances of how hard ending one’s
life could be. One is reminded
of Somerset Maugham'’s famous
short story, The Lotus Eater (a
reference to the Lotus eaters of
Greek Mythology,

Gallup and the UN Sustainable
Development Solutions Net-
work. “Happiness isn’t just
about wealth or growth ~ it’s ab-
out trust, connection and know-
ing people have your back,” said
Jon Clifton, the CEO of Gallup.
“If we want stronger communi-
ties and economies, we must
invest in what truly matters:
each other.”

“Researchers say that bey-
ond health and wealth, some
factors that influence happiness
sound deceptively simple - shar-
ing meals with others, having
somebody to count

who led a life of
indolence), where
the protagonist
gives up his job in
London to spend
his life in a small
cottage on the

on for social sup-
port, and hous-
ehold size. In Mexi-
co and Europe, for
example, a house-
hold size of four to
five people predicts

island of Capri. o the highest levels of
He arranged his h happiness, the stu-
finances in a way | ' dy said.

that he would be SOUMYANETRA Believing in the
able to support MUNSHI kindness of others

himself for a fixed
number of years
(till he is sixty
years old), with

The writer is Associate
Professor, Economic Research
Unit, Indian Statistical
Institute, Kolkata

is also much more
closely tied to hap-
piness than previ-
ously thought, ac-

the assumption
that he would either die natural-
ly by then, or commit suicide.

It turned out that he did not
die naturally, and after having
sold his assets was still unable
to make ends meet, and so de-
cided to end his life. He shut
himself up in his cottage and lit
a charcoal fire to fill the room
with carbon monoxide. But
somehow with ample leakages,
his suicide attempt seemed half-
hearted and it failed. He sur-
vived but with grave brain dam-
age and lived out the remainder
years of his life in a deplorable
state. Maugham therefore want-
ed to show that it wasn’t easy to
end one’s life.

The other day there was an
article in The Statesman that
said Finland is named the hap-
piest country in the world for
the eighth year in a row, accord-
ing to the World Happiness Re-
port 2025. Other Nordic coun-
tries are once again at the top of
the happiness rankings. Finland,
Denmark, Iceland and Sweden
remain the top four and in the
same order.

Country rankings were ba-
sed on answers people give
when asked to rate their own
lives. The study was done in par-
tnership with the analytics firm

cording to the latest
findings. As an example, the
report suggests that people who
believe that others are willing to
return their lost wallet is a strong
predictor of the overall happi-
ness of a population.

So one must find the light
at the end of the tunnel ~ would
families survive if their friends
and relatives reached out to
them, if they reached out to
their friends and relatives? In
earlier days with joint families,
and societies being much more
closely knit, much more sup-
portive of one’s kin and neigh-
bours, it would be hard to imag-
ine circumstances where entire
families could choose to end
their lives.

The growing importance of
virtual friendships and relation-
ships no doubt add fuel to the
flames of isolation and loneli-
ness. Solitude and depression
become a commonplace cir-
cumstance instead of being of
rare occurrence. Virtual existen-
ces, instead of binding and brin-
ging people closer in warm bon-
ds of camaraderie, in physical
proximity to each other and in
forging genuine relationships,
fan the frosty breeze of separa-
tion and solitariness.

But Camus urges us to

editor@thestatesman.com
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1THE MY TH
OF SISYPHUS

think positively. In the preface
to The Myth of Sisyphus, he
writes, “The fundamental sub-
ject of The Myth of Sisyphus is
this: it is legitimate and neces-
sary to wonder whether life has
a meaning; therefore it is legiti-
mate to meet the problem of
suicide face to face. The answer,
underlying and appearing thro-
ugh the paradoxes which cover
it, is this: even if one does not
believe in God, suicide is not
legitimate. Written fifteen years
ago, in 1940, amid the French
and European disaster, this
book declares that even within
the limits of nihilism it is possi-
ble to find the means to proceed
beyond nihilism. In all the books
I have written since, I have at-
tempted to pursue this direc-
tion. Although The Myth of Sisy-
phus poses mortal problems, it
sums itself up for me as a lucid
invitation to live and to create,
in the very midst of the desert.”

And hence, concluding in
words of Camus again:

“Ileave Sisyphus at the foot
of the mountain! One always
finds one’s burden again. But
Sisyphus teaches the higher
fidelity that negates the gods
and raises rocks. He too con-
cludes that all is well. This uni-
verse henceforth without a mas-
ter seems to him neither sterile
nor futile.

“Each atom of that stone,
each mineral flake of that night-
filled mountain, in itself forms a
world. The struggle itself toward
the heights is enough to fill a
man's heart.

“One must imagine Sisy-
phus happy.”

So life may be a desert, but
it is up to us to create forests in
it, we may be given a huge stone
to roll up a mountain knowing
very well that it will roll back,
but it is we who will have to ac-
complish the feat, it’'s we who
will have to arrange to have
meals together, and look out for
each other, it’'s we who will have
to return lost wallets and show
kindness to others, it’'s we who
will have to feel the breeze and
the sun on our skin and start liv-
ing, start wanting to live like the
toad and all living beings, it’s we
who will have to stop being lotus
eaters and start seeking like
meaningfully, not just spending
it like a burden. It is up to us to
be happy Sisyphuses.

(Concluded)
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A model of
innovation
for cities

iong’an New Area, estab-
lished as a national-level
district, following the
xample of the Shenzhen
Special Economic Zone and
Shanghai Pudong New Area, is a
key initiative of national signifi-
cance. Its development is a major
strategic decision made by the
Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China with Gen-
eral Secretary Xi Jinping at its
core, to advance the coordinated
development of Beijing, Tianjin,
and Hebei province.

Xiong’an is designed to play
the role of an important engine
for the region’s development by
absorbing Beijing’s non-capital
functions and promoting innova-
tion. With a forward-thinking
vision, Xiong’an adheres to inter-
national standards and the new
development philosophy, laying
the foundation for high-standard,
modern urban construction in the
new era. Xiong’an New Area’s
innovation-driven development
strategy is focused on institutional
reforms, technological break-
throughs and systemic optimiza-
tion. It strives to unleash its po-
tential through institutional im-
provements, and focus on tech-
nological development which is at
the heart of its future growth.

Xiong’an has implemented
bold and pioneering reforms, es-

_ CHINADAILY |

tablished a streamlined, efficient
management structure, intro-
duced a unified administrative
and political office system, and
adopted a flat management me-
chanism. These measures are
aimed at improving governance
efficiency and ensuring smoother
operations. The area is also explo-
ring innovative personnel man-
agement practices, such as estab-
lishing institutions without admi-
nistrative levels or staffing restric-
tions, which provide flexibility for
key areas of work.

The new area is focusing on
nurturing high-tech industries by
attracting quality research and
innovation resources from Bei-
jing. With the establishment of
research platforms such as the
Chinese Academy of Sciences’
Xiong'an Institute of Innovation
and China Telecom’s Xiong’'an
Smart City Industrial Park, the
area has attracted top-tier talents
and innovation projects, creating
a dynamic ecosystem for techno-
logical advancement. Throughout
its development, Xiong’an has
integrated cutting-edge digital
technology and smart infrastruc-
ture to build a smart city. For ins-
tance, the Beijing-Xiong’an inter-
city railway employs BIM (build-
ing information modeling) for 3D
digital management, and big data
and cloud computing to ensure
intelligent operations.

The city has achieved full 5G
network coverage and built smart
systems like the “City Brain”,
greatly enhancing urban gover-
nance and integrating technolog-
ical innovation into every aspect
of its construction and manage-
ment. A key mission of Xiong’an
is to absorb Beijing’s non-capital
functions, such as universities, re-
search institutions, high-end me-
dical facilities, corporate headqu-
arters and financial institutions.
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BANERJEE NAMITA — Remem-
bering you silently in tears. — Son
Amales, Daughter-in-law Alpana,
granddaughter Sreya.

Insulate the campus

ture of debate and discussion
that inculcates a sense of dissent,
tolerance and mutual respect. It
prepares students to solve crucial
problems of society and work for
the progress and development of
mankind in an increasingly com-
petitive world. The recent inci-
dents of student violence and
insecurity at one of the premier
institutions of higher learning in
the country are symptomatic of
the growing academic malaise on
campuses across the country.
Apart from growing materi-
alism, deterioration in moral and
religious values, aggressive beha-
viour generated by social and
mainstream media, and devalu-
ation of liberal arts, social scien-
ces and humanities, Indian uni-

epaper.thestateermn,ﬂ?{n

versities today suffer from dispro-
portionate political interference
and polarisation. The politically-
affiliated students promote party
agendas rather than individual
development. Instead of progres-
sive student activism as witnes-
sed before and after Independ-
ence, they indulge in physical cla-
shes, disgraceful rowdyism, dam-
age public property, and disrupt
public life, raising concerns ab-
out safety and well-being of stu-
dents, faculty, staff and visitors.
This vicious culture of violence
severely impacts academic auto-
nomy and diversity of thought,
stunts the intellectual, psycholog-
ical and emotional growth of stu-
dents, erodes teachers’ respect,
weakens the university’s self-gov-
ernance ability, undermines its
reputation when it fails to create
the best of human resources

DEADLY

SIR, A contractor allegedly employed a 16-year-old boy to clean
a water tank at a housing society in Thane. The boy died from
an electric shock while doing the job on March 20.

This incident laid bare two deadly menaces ~ namely the
prevalence of child labour and the deadly working conditions.
Often, workers are forced to work without adequate safety
equipment. As a result, deaths after falling from scaffolding or
while cleaning a tank or in a tunnel happen frequently in India.

Lack of teeth in labour laws and a callous attitude towards
the implementation of even the existing ones make the lives of

workers most vulnerable.

Yours, etc., Sujit De, Kolkata, 30 March.

including quality educators, doc-
tors, engineers and researchers,
and makes the higher education
system inefficient.

The universities should be
insulated from partisan politics
to provide them greater autono-
my in academic, administrative,

and financial matters, and make
them a bastion of free speech,
academic freedom, and the mar-
ketplace of ideas which are es-
sential for a vibrant democracy
and sustainable future.
Yours, etc., D S Kang,
Hoshiarpur, 28 March.
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VITIT MUNTARBHORN

ow is the situation of
women’s rights and their
role as bridge-builders
today, connecting between
the multilateral and local settings? A
recent seminar at the Thai Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MFA), hosted by its
International Studies Center, elabo-
rated upon the situation in a world
witnessing tumultuous changes.

Notably, there has never been a
woman UN Secretary General, nor,
for Thailand, a woman Minister of
Foreign Affairs. Less than 20 per cent
of key politicians at the national and
local levels in this country are women.
Yet, there has been some progress due
to welcome changes of laws, policies
and practices, such as the country’s
Gender Equality Act. Of course, the
country’s Prime Minister is a woman,
but the fate of her aunt, also a PM,
overturned by a coup d’etat, should
not be overlooked.

The fickleness of international
and national politics interplays with
the fate of women'’s rights, especially
their implementation. Currently, the
post-World War II multilateral frame-
work is being compromised, if not dis-
mantled, by rampant nationalism-
cum-transactionalism, with an intro-
spective vibe at the apex of the super-
power level. There is an ideological
undercurrent which seeks to stifle a
more liberal interpretation of women’s
rights and to upstage the gains which
have been enjoyed by all, including the
impetus from the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Beware
of the rambunctious chauvinism ema-
nating from key international players,
whether in peace or in war!

The global community and
friends of women’s rights need to be
more strategic in these fluctuating
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times. The most prominent instru-
ment safeguarding women’s rights is
the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW).

The CEDAW Committee which
supervises the treaty’s implementation
has been broadminded to interpret
women'’s rights to cover sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity, shaping wel-
come space also for lesbians and trans-
gender communities. A couple of years
ago, it ruled in a seminal case concern-
ing a South Asian country that an old
colonial law prohibiting same sex
relations between women was in breach
of the CEDAW’s anti-discrimination
provisions. This is complemented well
by Thailand’s most recent reform with
a marriage equality law enabling same
sex marriages.

That openness to change needs
to be well protected. If there are
cracks in the nodes of multilateralism
today, the advocacy to sustain and
strengthen advances on the part of
humanity needs to be astutely sup-
ported. The CEDAW remains impor-
tant. The SDGs, especially their tar-
gets to eradicate gender-based vio-
lence and discrimination, are value
added for global and national pro-
grammes propelling gender-transfor-
mative change.

To this should be added the need
to realign global partnerships and
alliances so that beyond the super-
power realm, countries of the middle
to higher power spectrum must coop-
erate more resolutely to overcome the
assistance-cum-protection vacuum.

Interlinking between the multi-
lateral and the local, there was the
visit to Thailand by the UN’s Working
Group on Discrimination against
Women and Girls at the end of 2024
whose advice needs to be better dis-
seminated. This Group is one of the

Special Procedures under the UN
Human Rights Council emerging
from the UN Charter, rather than
from a human rights treaty such as
the CEDAW.

What has this Working Group rec-
ommended to Thailand? Among a
myriad number of findings, some are
particularly significant. In the field of
civil and political rights, it called upon
the Thai authorities to address more
the issue of gender-based violence
and harassment against women politi-
cians and other members of the pub-
lic, together with more women’s gate-
ways to the top of the power stratum.

It expressed concern as regards
Strategic Litigation against Public Par-
ticipation (SLAPP) against women
human rights defenders (WHRD),
especially “the charges brought
against at least 470 WHRDs for par-
ticipating in pro-democracy activities
since July 2020 and (it) urges the Gov-
ernment to refrain from suppressing
their freedom of expression and
assembly and to ensure their protec-
tion in accordance with international
human rights standards.”

On the economic front, the
Group called for more participation
of women at the top of the employ-
ment ladder, supporting action to
share the multiple loads of women in
housework, child care, and work-
place, with an assurance of equal
wages. While recognizing a high pro-
portion of women in education, it
encouraged more space for women in
the science and technology field.

On family and social matters, it
underlined discrepancies in the Thai
nationality law and the challenge of
early marriage among girls in parts of
the country, coupled with polygamy
in Southern Thailand. It can be added
that there are no women religious
judges and there remains the

blockage from a male-dominated reli-
gious hierarchy. With regard to the
new marriage equality law, it advised
that if a person has reached the age
of 18, permission from the parents to
marry should not be needed.

The advent of climate change and
environmental degradation takes its
toll among women and the Group
advised a gender-responsive approach
to climate-related mitigation and
adaptation. It then singled out the
issue of intersectionality whereby
women and girls are affected multiply
via a variety of statuses and situations,
including disabilities, security in Thai-
land’s Southern Provinces, women in
detention, refugee, migrant and dis-
placed women, ethnic minority and
indigenous women, gender diverse
and older women.

Finally, it called for adjustments
to ensure that the existing domestic
violence law and the gender equality
law comply with international
standards. The weakness of the

Of women’s rights and
global chauvinism

former is that it is based on too much
mediation without accountability,
while the loophole of the latter is that
it is constrained by national security
and religious grounds. The country
also needs a comprehensive anti-
discrimination law.

Those propositions will doubtless-
ly be re-visited when the country next
appears before the CEDAW Commit-
tee, tentatively in 2025. Ostensibly,
women'’s rights and roles as bridge-
builders of peace, human rights,
democracy and sustainable develop-
ment, connecting between multilater-
al/international standards and local
wisdom, are at the heart of every soci-
ety, without exception. And navigating
the uncharted course of the future will
invite not only dexterity and creativity
but also empathy for all.

(The writer is Professor Emeritus at
Chulalongkorn University and a UN Special
Rapporteur under the UN Human Rights
Council who wrote Thailand's first report for
the CEDAW.)

Culture wars t

LEE BYUNG-JONG

nyone who grew up watching
Disney’s classic animated
film Snow White might find
its recent live-action remake
jarring. The fair-skinned Snow White
of the original has been replaced by
Rachel Zegler, a Latina actress with a
darker complexion. The princess is no
longer a passive damsel awaiting res-
cue by a prince but an assertive hero-
ine who fights the Evil Queen and
forges her own destiny. These
changes have sparked a heated
debate in the US. Some praise the
remake for promoting racial diversity
and challenging gender stereotypes,
while others argue it strays too far
from the original, embracing political
correctness to an extreme.

This controversy highlights the
growing cultural polarization in the US,
exacerbated by President Trump’s
opposition to progressive ideals.
Preaching traditional family values,
Trump has waged a culture war against
so-called "wokeness," which promotes
diversity, equity and inclusion. Since
taking office, he has issued a series of
executive orders aimed at reversing
progressive policies of the past. For
instance, he has threatened to defund
universities that allow transgender
women to compete in women's sports.
Trump has also pushed to revoke
birthright citizenship for children of
undocumented immigrants, despite
constitutional protections.

To some extent, Trump’s actions
resonate with those who feel political

correctness in the US has gone too far.
In Snow White, for example, some
critics have labelled the prince’s kiss
on the sleeping princess as sexual
harassment due to a lack of consent
— an argument many find excessive.
Similarly, transgender athletes com-
peting in women'’s sports often retain
biological advantages, raising con-
cerns about fairness. Additionally,
some women engage in "birth
tourism," entering the US late in preg-
nancy to secure citizenship for their
children, who sometimes later serve
as "anchor babies" for family mem-
bers seeking green cards.

Despite these issues, Trump’s
policies challenge the fundamental
principles of the US, a nation built by
immigrants. The first English settlers
were, in fact, undocumented immi-
grants. Many believe the country’s
racial and cultural diversity has been
a key to its strength and prosperity.
They warn Trump’s nativist and eth-
nocentric policies can stifle its
dynamism. On a practical level, mass
deportations of undocumented immi-
grants could also harm industries like
agriculture and construction, which
rely on their cheap labour.

The culture war is not unique to
the US. As societies advance, they
inevitably become more multicultur-
al, leading to internal tensions and
conflicts. South Korea, while still
largely homogeneous compared to
the US or Europe, is experiencing
similar challenges. With an influx of
foreign workers and brides, Korean
society is becoming increasingly

at reshape societies

diverse and multicultural. As birth
rates plummet and the population
shrinks, Korea faces an urgent need
to accept more immigrants.

The number of foreigners in
Korea is steadily rising. Last year, they
made up a record 4.9 per cent of the
total population, up from 3.8 per cent
in 2021. That figure is expected to sur-
pass 5 per cent this year, the threshold
for multicultural status set by the
Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development. Analysts pre-
dict it will reach 7 per cent by the early
2040s. Immigration could help offset
Korea’s declining population, which
has fallen by 500,000, or about 1 per
cent, over the past five years.

Yeongam County in North
Gyeongsang Province exemplifies the
crisis. Each year, only about 25 babies
are born in that county, while around
300 people die. Over the past two
decades, the county’s population has
plummeted by 25 per cent to just
15,000 - the lowest among all Korean
counties. In a desperate effort to
reverse this trend, local officials
recently announced plans to invite
about 40 Myanmar refugees currently
living in Thai border camps under UN
protection. Authorities believe the
refugees’ Confucian and Buddhist tra-
ditions will help them integrate into
Korean society.

As Korea grows more multicul-
tural, social tensions are emerging. In
the southern city of Daegu, a plan to
build an Islamic mosque has faced
fierce local opposition, with residents
staging a pork barbecue protest and
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prominently displaying a pig’s head
— an overt insult to the Islamic reli-
gion. Foreign brides often struggle
with language and cultural barriers,
and marriages have high rates of
domestic violence and divorce. Mean-
while, foreign workers frequently
report discrimination at workplaces
and poor working conditions.

But Korea’s cultural divisions
extend beyond race and immigration.
Sharp divides based on gender, gener-
ation, region and religion have fueled
internal conflict. Young women, par-
ticularly in their 20s and 30s, over-
whelmingly support progressive ideals
and the opposition Democratic Party,
while young men lean conservative
and favour the ruling People Power
Party. The longstanding regional rival-
ry between the liberal southwestern
Jeolla provinces and the conservative
southeastern Gyeongsang provinces
remains strong, often leading to mutu-
al animosity. Religious divides also
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contribute to tensions, with Christians
generally holding more conservative
views than non-Christians.

In many ways, Korea is beginning
to resemble the US, where political
and ideological confrontations deepen
cultural rifts. Elections are increasingly
decided along gender, generational
and ideological lines. Recent protests
over President Yoon Suk Yeol’s
impeachment illustrate this stark
divide. Opponents of impeachment
include Christians, young men and
south-eastern residents, while sup-
porters include a lot of young women
and people from the southwest.

Already divided from North
Korea, South Korea cannot afford fur-
ther internal fractures. As the country
navigates its evolving identity, finding
common ground will be essential to
maintaining national unity.

The Korea Herald/ANN.
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ACROSS 13 Best fish, entirely 23 Councillor in type of 2 Soprano, working with 11 Agency worker, with

presented without tail work involving old, old contralto, engaged in hint about richness,

1 Hold out something (5) fashion item (9) hard work and lyrical taking a chance (8,4)
that looks like a foot 14 Power supplied by 25 Perverse high lunar expertise 16 Church in Spain
(4) energy source in tide swamping loch (9) covered in material

3 I'm now working with sudden intake (4) (3-7) 4 Head of college in that™ s black and red
board from shifting 15 Band entrances 26 Supply side finally university repeatedly (9)
trees (6,4) without piano skill, on failing — it's a joke found in pubs? That's 17 Vileness, putrid,

9 Son leaving European reflection (4) not suspicious (9) spreading in a day (9)
capital in expensive (9) 27 Flower, one left in 5 Relative a German 18 Possible target for
coat (4) 19 Somehow it's nicer to wind (6,4) upset over church repairing telephone

10 Minor member of cast receive kiss from a 28 Tax: it's absent from (5) problem (8)
often subject to foreign party? (9) laughing matter, 6 Cryptic behaviour? | 22 Advertising
examination 20 Petty restrictions perhaps (4) cite Nimrod's puzzling expenditure? (5)

(10) placed around car (12) 23 lll-bred fellow caught

12 Somewhat obscure accessory (4) DOWN 7 Old safety mechanism having fling (5)
regarding US singer 21 Was keen about is valuable (2,3) 24 Vacuous compassion |
and curtailed repeat retaining 1 Island native, flightless 8 Apply solvent to expressed after the
appearance revolutionary live bird, going between uninteresting carbon writer tumbled over
(9) work on program (5) both sides (5) prop (3-5) (5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required.

(By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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TS 100 YEARS AGO

OCCASIONAL NOTE

A JARRING note in the chorus of con-
gratulations which has hailed the achieve-
ment of Sir Sefton Brancker, and the selec-
tion of Karachi as the main air depot for
India, is struck by Commander Burney, M.P.,
the originator of the Empire airship mail and
passenger service scheme, and also the
inventor of the plan for carrying passengers
inside instead of outside the giant envelope
of the airship. “Personally,” he declared to
an Australian newspaper representative the
other day, “I disagree with the Air Ministry’s
plans for an airship service calling at Egypt,
Karachi, Bombay, Calcutta, Rangoon, and
Singapore.” The Commander would prefer
an arrangement with stops only at Baghdad,
Colombo, Freemantle, and Wellington. This
plan would enable Freemantle to be reached
in six and a half days, and Wellington in nine
days from London. He would not, however,
leave India entirely in the cold—metaphor-
ically speaking. Night flying aeroplanes
would carry the mails to distant parts of
India and Australia; but so far as Command-
er Burney is concerned, Karachi might whis-
tle for such a thing as passengers by airship.

TS NEwsITEMS Y

PACT OF THE FIVE POWERS

FRANCE & ENTRY
OF GERMANY

(“ TIMES ? WECIAL SERVICE.)

LONDON, APRIL1.

THE Italian attitude towards the Secu-
rity problem would seem to coincide with
that of the British, declares the Rome corre-
spondent of The Times. The Government
strongly favours a five- power pact between
Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, and Germany.

This, it is believed, would be best
accomplished by the four first-named states
agreeing among themselves on the main
lines governing the Pact, and thereafter invit-
ing Germany to subscribe to the agreement.

The French Government’s view, states
The Times Paris correspondent, is that the
opening of security negotiations with the
idea of the inclusion of Germany, should be
conditional upon the receipt of satisfactory
information regarding the following points :
# Germany must define her new attitude

towards the League of Nations.

e If she is admitted at Geneva, is she pre-
pared to assume all obligations connected
therewith?

e [s she still bent on securing an Austrian
reunion?

Germany must also state her real inten-
tions with regard to her eastern frontiers.
France cannot tolerate any tinkering with
the Polish frontier, which cannot be altered
without Poland’s free consent.

ELECTIONS LULL

GERMAN PARTIES
FAIL TO
COMPROMISE

(“TIMES"” SPECIAL SERVICE.)
LONDON, APRIL 2.

THE nomination of Herr Marx remains,
so far, the only definite move in the German
elections.

No progress has been made with the
suggestion that the Centre party should join
the Right element in support of a common
candidate, and thus defeat the Socialists.
The Press of the Centre party opposes the
plan, and the Right Section appears divided,
not only on this particular issue, but on the
campaign generally.

EX-OFFICER'S TRIAL

DESERTION CHARGE
AGAINST FRENCH
COMMUNIST

PARIS, MAR. 31.

THE trial opened to-day at Orleans,
before a court-martial, of ex-Captain
Sadoul, an erstwhile French Communist,
who was sentenced to death in 1919 for
communicating intelligence to the enemy,
but who is now a naturalized Russian. On
the application of the prosecution, all
charges against him, except that of deser-
tion, were withdrawn.

Sadoul, who is an ex-barrister, con-
ducted his own defence. He emphasized
his services to France whilst in Russia and
described himself as one of the pioneers of
the Franco-Russian rapprochement. The
hearing was adjourned.

It is expected that the trial will last a
week. The Police are adopting stringent
measures to prevent any disturbances.

COMMONS BY RADIO

PARLIAMENTARY
COMMITTEE
PROPOSAL DROPPED

THE political correspondent of The
Times understands that Mr. Baldwin has
dropped the proposal to appoint a Parlia-
mentary committee on the subject of
broadcasting Parliamentary affairs. The
matter will probably he discussed later in
the year when the whole position of broad-
casting comes up for review.
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PMtolaunchz2,500crprojects
invaranasion11April

ThePrimeMinisterisexpected tostayin hisconstituency foraboutfourhours
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
VARANASI, 2 APRIL

rime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is expected
tovisithis parliamen-
tary constituency,
Varanasi, on 11 April, during
which hewilllay the foundation
stone and inaugurate projects

-

worth approximately Rs 2,500
crore.

Officials here on Wednesday
said that preparations for the
PM'’s visit have begun. The
Prime Minister is expected to
stay in his constituency for
about four hours. However,
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) has yet to release the

Tripura CM flags cross-border
drugtratticking, reaftirms
zero-tolerance policy

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
AGARTALA, 2 APRIL

Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Saha has said that drugs are
transported to Tripura from
Myanmar via Assam and Mizo-
ram, and his governmenthas
adopted a zero tolerance
policy towards drug trafficking
and substance abuse.

"Drugs are coming from
Myanmarvia Assam and Mizo-
ram while ganja is going out
ofthestate," the chiefminister
stated.

He highlighted that 70
individuals have been con-
victed under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act in the
past three years.

Addressing the state Assem-
bly, Saha pointed to Tripura’s
role as both a transit route
and a production hub in the

Responding to a
notice, Saha outlined
the law enforcement
agencies’ approach
against the drug
menace.

regional drug trade, empha-
sising the administration’s
intensified crackdown on nar-
cotics.

Responding to a notice,
Saha outlined the lawenforce-
ment agencies’ approach
against the drug menace.

Accordingto official records,
19individualswere convicted
in2022 across 13 casesunder
the NDPS Act, followed by 20
convictionsin 2023 across 16
cases. In 2024, the number
rose to 26 convictions, while
in the first two months of
2025 alone, five more indi-
viduals were convicted.

official schedule.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
YogiAdityanathisalso sched-
uled to visit Varanasi tomorrow
to inspect the projects that
will beinaugurated and those
whose foundations will be
laid by the Prime Minister.

The Chief Minister will also
visit the Mehndiganj Ground,

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yodi Adityanath
is also scheduled to visit Varanasi tomorrow to
inspect the projects that will be inaugurated
and those whose foundations will be laid by

the Prime Minister.

where the PM is slated to
address a public meeting.
Additionally, CM Yogi will
inaugurate a Ram temple in
the Kashmiriganj Khojwan
area tomorrow.

Officials stated thatamong
the projects to be launched,
projects worth Rs 600 crore
will beinaugurated, while the
foundation stone will be laid
for projects worth Rs 1,900
crore.

The Prime Minister will
inaugurate a project worth
approximately Rs 500 crore
related to the Electricity Cor-
poration and lay the foundation
stone for a tunnel connecting
the runway to Babatpur Air-
port.

The Prime Minister may
alsoinspect theropeway proj-
ect. In anticipation of this,

the concerned authorities
have completed work on the
Kashi Vidyapeeth Ropeway
Station.

Meanwhile, Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat will
arrivein Kashion a three-day
visit starting 3 April. He will
stay at Nivedita Shiksha Sadan
in Mahmoorgan,j.

Preparations for his visit
havebeen completed. During
his stay, the Sangh chief is
expected to meet several indi-
viduals, including BJPleaders,
and address RSS workers and
volunteers.

Followinghis stay in Kashi,
Bhagwatwillleave for Lucknow
on 7 April, where he will stay
until 8 April, before proceeding
to Kanpur.

(File photo)

Lok Sabhawitnesseswordy duel
between Amit Shah & Akhilesh Yadav

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 2 APRIL

Home Minister Amit Shah
and Samajwadi Party President
Akhilesh Yadavwere engaged
in a wordy duel in the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday during
the debate on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill.

The two leaders tookjibes
ateach other over their respec-
tive party presidents, though
they kept smiling through
the exchange, maintaining
decorum in the House.

It all started when the SP
leader stood up to speak on

Assam panchayat electionsto be heldin two
phaseson2May,7May, vote countingon 11 May

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 2 APRIL

The Assam State Election
Commission has officially
announced that the Pan-
chayatelectionsin the state
will be conducted in two
phases on May2and May 7,
2025, setting the stage for a
crucial electoral battle ahead
of the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions.

The first phase will cover
the districts of Upper Assam
and Barak Valley, while the
second phase will take place
in Lower Assam districts.

The vote countingis sched-
uled for May 11, 2025. In a
significant decision, the elec-
tions will be conducted using
traditional ballot papers
instead of Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs), as con-
firmed by State Election
Commissioner Alok Kumar.

Ahead of the polls, the
Assam government under-
took a fresh delimitation of
Gaon Panchayat, Anchalik
Panchayat, and Zilla Parishad
constituencies across 27 dis-
tricts in 2024, excluding areas
under the Sixth Schedule
and municipal regions.
Following this exercise,
the final electoral rolls were
published on December 28,

2024, listing a total of
1,80,14,913 registered voters,
comprising 90,60,640 male
voters, 89,53,865 female vot-
ers, and 408 third-gender
voters.

While the Assam Pan-
chayat (Amendment) Bill,
2023, provided the framework
for the introduction of EVMs
in local body elections, the
State Election Commission

has opted to retain ballot
papers for the upcoming
polls.

The last Panchayat elec-
tions in Assam were held in
2018, in which the ruling
BharatiyaJanata Party (BJP)
secured a resounding vic-
tory.

Political analysts view the
Panchayat elections as a lit-
mus test for political parties
ahead of the 2026 Assam
Assembly elections.

Given thelarge voter base
and grassroots significance
of the Panchayat system,
these elections are expected
towitness an intense electoral
contest between the ruling
BJP and opposition parties,
including the Congress, the
AllIndia United Democratic
Front (AIUDF), and regional
outfits like the Asom Jatiya
Parishad (AJP) and Raijor
Dal.

the controversial Waqf
(Amendment) Bill. While
slamming the BJP and the
Centre over discriminatory
amendmentsin thelegislation,
he said the party that projects
itself as the world’s largest
has not been able to hold
elections for party president.

The home minister was
quick to retort. “For family-
run parties, it is very easy to
pick their presidents. But,
the BJP, withitsover 12 crore
party workers, undertakes
an extensive exercise to elect
itsleader,” he remarked amid
peals oflaughter. He told Mr

The SP MP accused
the Centre of target-
ing Muslims by bring-
ing contentious
amendments in the
Wagqf Bill and also of
depriving them of
their ownership
rights.

Yadav, ''In your case, it will
not take much time. I am
saying that you will remain
president for 25 years."

To this, Mr Yadavindirectly
referred to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to Nag-
pur recently for an RSS event
and wondered whether the
'yatra' was for an 'extension'.

The SP MP accused the
Centre of targeting Muslims
by bringing contentious
amendments in the WaqfBill
and also of depriving them
of their ownership rights.

He further stated, “There
isafightwithin the BJPleaders
to prove who is the ‘worst
Hindu’ and stated that this
was being done to garner
support from one
community.

Major IPS reshuttlein Manipur
amid rising security concerns

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL, 2 APRIL

In a major reshuffle, the
Manipur government has
transferred 14 police officers,
including the superintend-
ents of police (SPs) of two
districts amid growing secu-
rity challenges to the state.

The Personnel and
Administrative Reforms
Departmentissued an official
notification on Tuesday
detailing the transfers that
affect keylaw enforcement
positions.

Asperthe order, Jiribam
SP Shaikh Mohd Zakir has
been reassigned as the SP
of Kakching district, while
Priyadarshini Laishram, the
former SP of Kakching, will
now take charge as the SP
of Jiribam.

Additionally, Gaurav
Dogra, previously serving
as the Sub-Divisional Police

Officer (SDPO) of Yairipok,
has been appointed as the
SDPO of Singjamei.

Other significant changes
include the appointment
of Assistant Commandant
of 1st Manipur Rifles, Abhi-
nav, to additional respon-
sibilities as the Additional
Superintendent of Police
(SP) for Kangpokpi district.
Akoijam Sadananda Singh
has been designated as the
new Additional SP Traffic
for Imphal East, while
Keisham Bojoukumar Singh
has been transferred to the
post of Additional SP Vigi-
lance. Furthermore, Rattana
Ngasekpam will now serve
as the Additional SP CID
(Special Duty).

The transfers came at a
time when Manipur con-
tinues to grapple with ethnic
unrest, insurgency, and
rising cases of extortion
linked to militant outfits.

Bombay HC to hear petition by Disha Salian’s father

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 2 APRIL

The Bombay High Court will

hear on Wednesday the writ
petition filed by the father
of former celebrity manager,
late Disha Salian in the case

pertaining to her death.

The writ petition was filed
by Disha Salian's father
Satish Salian, who is demand-
ingafreshinvestigationinto
his daughter's death and
questioning of a few powerful
people.

In the petition he had
claimed that Disha was raped
and murdered. Interestingly,
Satish Salian had five years
ago insisted his daughter
was not raped and mur-
dered.

When questioned on this
by the media, Satish Salian’s
advocate Nilesh Ojha said
that “the distraught father
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was manipulated by certain
political leaders and the
police who wanted to shield
the son of aleading politi-
cian.”

Nilesh Ojha had on 25
March filed a fresh FIR in
Disha’s death case.

Ojhasaid that awritten
complaint has been filed
with the police commis-
sioner and in the FIR,
names of Aaditya Thack-
eray, Dino Morea and Suraj
Pancholi have been men-
tioned.

According to Ojha,
“Aaditya Thackeray, Dino
Morea, Suraj Pancholiand
his bodyguard, Parambir
Singh, Sachin Vaze and
Rhea Chakraborty are all
accused in the FIR.”

He claimed that

Manipur BJP MLAsdemand NRC and censusreview before delimitation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL, 2 APRIL

Legislators of BJP in Manipur
has called for the review of
the 2001 census and imple-
mentation of the National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
before the state undergoes
the Supreme Court-mandated
delimitation exercise.

The demand comes amid
heightened ethnic tensions
in the state, where the ongoing
violence between Meitei and
Kuki-Zo communities has
claimed over 250 lives and
displaced thousands since
May 2023.

The demand was raised
ata meeting of BJP MLAs on
Tuesday, convened in
response to the Supreme
Court’s 17 March directive

Arunachal Pradesh, and Naga-
land within three months.

Of the 37 BJP MLAs in
Manipur, only 12 attended
the meeting, all of whomrep-
resent constituencies in the
Imphal Valley.

Senior BJP MLA Konthou-
jam Govindas emphasised

with the delimitation process.

The demand echoes con-
cerns from the Coordination
Committee on Manipur
Integrity (COCOMI), a promi-
nent Meitei civil society organ-
ization. COCOMI has strongly
opposed any delimitation
exercise beforeimplementing

therights ofindigenous com-
munities.

On 25 March, a coalition
of 13 political parties, excluding
the BJP and Congress, held a
meeting to push for areview
ofthe 2001 Census. The par-
ties—including the National
People’s Party (NPP), Janata
Dal (United), Communist
Party of India (Marxist), and
Trinamul Congress—urged
the Centre to delay the exercise
until the alleged errorsin the
Census are rectified.

Delimitation is a consti-
tutional process undertaken
periodically to redraw electoral
boundaries based on popu-
lation datato ensure fair rep-
resentation. Thelastnation-
wide delimitation occurred
in 2008, but it was deferred
in Manipur and three other
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graphic complexities.

Parambir Singh was the
main mastermind for the
cover up in the case.
Ojha said: “Parambir
Singh held a press con-
ference and fabricated lies
to save Aaditya Thackeray.
NCB’s probe proves that
Aaditya Thackeray was

tothe central government to
complete the delimitation
process in Manipur, Assam,

the need to rectify perceived
discrepancies in the 2001
Census before proceeding

the NRC, arguing that without
removingillegal immigrants,
the process could undermine
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over Wagt Amendment Bill

The UP Police have can-
celled all leaves of their per-
sonnel with the instructions
to keep a vigil in view of
security in Bareilly, Aligarh,

that the holidays have been

the Bill.
Additional police force has

1t.

UP Minority Affairs Minister
Danish Ali has welcomed the
Waqgf Amendment Bill and
has appealed to the Opposition

thanked the prime minister

Bill 2024 in Mathura, Bihar
Governor Arif Mohammad
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Department. No less than
90% of the Waqf propertywas
embroiled in court cases. Is
there any work being done
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Israel’'soperationsinGaza
expandtoseize ‘largeareas’

Israelistrikesovernightandinto Wednesday had killed more than 40 people, nearlyadozen of them children

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM, 2 APRIL

srael’s military operation
in the Gaza Strip is
expanding to seize “large
areas,” the defence min-
ister said, while officials at
hospitals inside the Pales-
tinian territory said that
Israeli strikes overnight and
into Wednesday had killed
more than 40 people, nearly
a dozen of them children.
Israel’s offensive in the
Palestinian territory was
“expanding to crush and
clean the area” of militants
and “seizinglarge areas that
will be added to the security
zones of the State of Israel,”
Defence Minister Israel Katz
said in a written statement.
The Israeli government
haslong maintained a buffer
zone just inside Gaza along
its security fence and has

greatly expanded since the
war began in 2023. Israel
says the buffer zoneis needed
for its security, while Pales-
tinians viewitas aland grab
that further shrinks the narrow
coastal territory, home to
around two million people.

Katz didn’t specify which
areas of Gazawould be seized
in the expanded operation,
which he said includes the
“extensive evacuation” of
the population from fighting
areas.

His statement came after
Israel ordered the full evac-
uation of the southern city
of Rafah and nearby areas.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has said Israel
aims to maintain an open-
ended but unspecified secu-
rity control of the Gaza Strip
once it achieves its aim of
crushing Hamas.

The minister called on

Gaza residents to “expel
Hamas and return all
hostages.”

The militant group still
holds 59 captives, of whom
24 are believed to still be
alive, after most of the rest
were released in ceasefire
agreements or other deals.

“This is the only way to
end the war,” Katz said.

Since the breakdown of
the ceasefire last month,

when Israel ordered people
to move and expanded their
areas of operation, the “no-
go” zones in Gaza now con-
stitute more than 60 per cent
of the strip, said Olga
Cherevko, a spokesperson
for the U.N. Office for the
Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs.

Aid groups are providing
assistance as the situation
allows, as supplies dwindled

Awary Europe awaits Rubiowith NATO’s tuture on the line

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 2 APRIL

American Secretary of State
Marco Rubio travels this

week to a gathering of top
diplomats from NATO coun-
tries and is sure to find allies
that are alarmed, angered
and confused by the Trump
administration’s desire to
reestablish ties with Russia

and its escalatingrhetorical
attacks onlongtime transat-
lantic partners.

Allies are deeply con-
cerned by President Donald
Trump’s readiness to draw
closer to Russian leader
Vladimir Putin, who sees
NATO as a threat, amid n
American effort to broker a
ceasefire in Ukraine. Recent
White House comments and

insults directed at NATO
allies Canada and Denmark
— as well as the military
alliance itself — have only
increased the angst, especially
as new American tariffs are
taking effect against friends
and foes alike.

Rubio arrives in Brussels
on Thursday for two days
of meetings with his NATO
counterparts and European

officials, and he can expect
to be confronted with ques-
tions about the future U.S.
role in the alliance.

For 75 years, NATO has
been anchored on American
leadership, and based on
what they have seen and
heard since Trump took
office in January, European
officials have expressed deep
concerns that Trump may

upend all of that when he
and other NATO leaders
meet for a June summit in
the Netherlands.

As Rubio did last month
atameeting of foreign min-
isters from the Group of 7
industrialised democracies,
America’s top diplomat, who
isregarded by many overseas
as a more pragmatic and
less dogmatic member of
Trump’s administration,
may be able to salvage a
watered-down group con-
sensus on the war in Ukraine.

That’s even as Trump
said this week that Ukraine
“was never going to be a
member of NATO” despite
leaders declaring at last
year’s summit that the coun-
try was on an “irreversible”
path to join.

because of Israel’s monthlong
blockade on Gaza.

“No-go” zones include
themilitaryzonein the Net-
zarim corridor — a zone
carved out by Israel separating
northern from southern Gaza
— and the expanded buffer
zone and evacuation areas.

The Hostage Families
Forum, which represents
most captives’ families, said
thatitwas “horrified to wake
up this morning to the
Defence Minister’s announce-
ment about expanding mil-
itary operations in Gaza.”

The group said the Israeli
government “has an obliga-
tion to free all 59 hostages
from Hamas captivity — to
pursue every possible channel
to advance a deal for their
release.”

They stressed that every
passing day puts theirloved
ones’ lives at greater risk.

Military attacks threatenrelief effortsasmore
Myanmar earthquake survivorsare found

AGENCIES
BANGKOK,2 APRIL

Rescuers pulled two men
alive from the ruins of a
hotelin Myanmar’s capital
on Wednesday and a third
from a guesthouse in another
city, five days after a 7.7
magnitude earthquake.
But most teams were
finding only bodies, and
concerns were growing that
continued military attacks
on resistance forces could
jeopardise relief efforts.
The quake hit midday

Friday, toppling thousands
of buildings, collapsing
bridges and buckling roads.

The death toll rose to
2,886 Wednesday, with
another 4,639 injured,
according to state television
MRTV. Local reports suggest
much higher figures.

The earthquake came
amid civil war in Myanmar,
making a dire humanitarian
crisis even worse. More than
three million people had
been displaced from their
homes and nearly 20 million
were in need even before it

hit, according to the United
Nations.

Two of the major armed
resistance forces fighting
the military, which seized
power in 2021 from the
democratically elected gov-
ernment of Aung San Suu
Kyi, have announced cease-
fires to facilitate the human-
itarian response to the earth-
quake, but the military hasn’t
relented in its attacks.

“Once again they are
putting regime survival
above the interests of people,
even at a time of calamity,”
said Richard Horsey, senior
adviser for Myanmar with
the Crisis Group.

In the capital, Naypyitaw,
ateam of Turkish andlocal
rescue workers used an
endoscopic camera to locate
Naing Lin Tun on a lower
floor of the damaged hotel
where he worked. They
pulled him gingerly through
a hole jackhammered
through a floor and loaded
him on to a gurney nearly
108 hours after he was first
trapped.

Wisconsin and Florida elections provide early
warning signs to Trump and Republicans

AGENCIES
WISCONSIN, 2 APRIL

Atrio of elections on Tuesday
provided early warning signs
to Republicans and President
Donald Trump at the begin-
ning of an ambitious term,
as Democratsrallied against
his efforts to slash the federal

government and the outsize
role being played by billion-

aire Elon Musk.

In the marquee race for
aWisconsin Supreme Court
seat, the conservative judge
endorsed by Trump and
backed by Musk and his
groups to the tune of $21
million lost by a significant
marginin astate Trump won

in November.

Cory Booker sets a record with marathon Senate speech

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 2 APRIL

In a feat of determination,
New Jersey Democratic Sen.
CoryBooker held the Senate
floorwith amarathon speech
thatlasted all night and into
Tuesday night, setting a his-
toric mark to show Democrats’
resistance to President Donald
Trump’s sweeping actions.

Booker took to the Senate
floor on Monday evening,
saying he would remain there
aslongashewas “physically
able.”

It wasn’t until 25 hours
and 5 minutes later that the
55-year-old senator, a former
football tight end, finished
speaking and limped off the

longest continuous Senate
floor speech in the chamber’s
history. Booker was assisted
by fellow Democrats who
gave him a break from speak-
ing by asking him questions
on the Senate floor.

Itwas aremarkable show
of stamina as Democrats try
to show their frustrated sup-
porters that they are doing
everything possible to contest
Trump’s agenda.

Yet Booker also provided
amoment of historical solace
for a party searching for its
way forward: By standing on
the Senate floor for more
than a night and day and
refusingto leave, he had bro-
ken arecord set 68 years ago
by then Sen. Strom Thurmond

gationist and southern Demo-
crat, to filibuster the advance
of the Civil Rights Act in
1957.

“I'm here despite his

speech,” said Booker, who
spoke openly on the Senate
floor of his roots as the
descendant of both slaves
and slave-owners.

because as powerful as he
was, the people are more
powerful.”

House Democratic Leader
Hakeem Jeffries, the first
Black party leader in Con-
gress, slipped into the Senate
chamber to watch Booker
on Tuesday afternoon. He
called it “an incredibly pow-

Booker had broken the record
of a segregationist and was
“fighting to preserve the
American way of life and
our democracy.”

Still, Booker centered his
speech on a call for his party
to find its resolve, saying,
“We all must look in the
mirror and say, ‘We will do
better.””

“These are not normal
times in our nation,” Booker
said as he began the speech
Monday evening.

“And they should not be
treated as such in the United
States Senate. The threats
to the American people and
American democracy are
grave and urgent, and we
all must do more to stand

Susan Crawford, a Dane
County judge who led legal
fights to protect union power
and abortion rights and to
oppose voter ID, defeated
Republican- and Elon Musk-
backed Brad Schimel in a
race that broke records for
spending, was the highest-
turnout Wisconsin Supreme

Court election ever and
became a proxy fight for the
nation’s political battles.

And while Florida Repub-
licans held two of the most
pro-Trump House districts
in the country, both candi-
dates also underperformed
Trump’s November mar-
gins.

The elections — the first
major contests since Trump’s
return to power — were seen
as an early measure of voter
sentiment as Trump works
with unprecedented speed
to dramatically upend the
federal government, clashing
with the courts and seeking
revenge as he tests the bounds
of presidential power.

The party that loses the
presidency in November typ-
ically picks up seats in the
next midterm elections, and
Tuesday’s results provided
hope for Democrats — who
have faced abarrage of inter-
nal and external criticism
about their response to
Trump — that they can follow
that trend.

Val Kilmer, Top Gunand Batman star
withanintenseapproach, diesat 65

AGENCIES
LOS ANGELES, 2 APRIL

Val Kilmer, the brooding,
versatile actor who played
fan favourite Icemanin Top
Gun,donned avoluminous
cape as Batman in Batman
Forever and portrayed Jim
Morrison in The Doors, has
died. He was 65.

Kilmer died Tuesday night
in Los Angeles, surrounded
by family and friends, his
daughter, Mercedes Kilmer,
said in an email to agencies.
The New York Times was
the first to report his death
on Tuesday.

pneumonia. He had recov-
ered after a 2014 throat
cancer diagnosis that
required two tracheotomies.

“I have behaved poorly.
I have behaved bravely. I
have behaved bizarrely to
some. I deny none of this

I have lost and found parts
of myself that I never knew
existed,” he says toward the
end of Val, the 2021 docu-
mentary on his career. “And
[ am blessed.”

Kilmer, the youngest actor
ever accepted to the presti-
gious Juilliard School at the
time he attended, experi-
enced the ups and downs
of fame more dramatically
than most. His break came
in 1984’s spy spoof Top Secret!
followed by the comedy Real
Geniusin 1985.

Kilmer would later show
his comedy chops again in
films including MacGruber

floor.Itsettherecordforthe of South Carolina, a segre- He added, “I'm here erful moment” because against them.” Val Kilmer died from andhavenoregretsbecause and Kiss Kiss Bang Bang.
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Uber for Teens in India:
Uber today announced the
launch of Uber for Teens, a
product designed to provide
safe, reliable, and conven-
ient transportation solu-
tions specifically tailored for
teenagers in India aged
between 13 and 17 years.
Uber for Teens has been
launched across 37 cities in
the country, including Delhi
NCR, Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Bangalore, Kolkata, etc. The
service aims to offer peace
of mind to parents around
the country while also offer-
ing their wards greater inde-
pendence. The product is
built around a framework of
stringent safety protocols
that includes GPS tracking,
real-time ride tracking, and
an in-app emergency but-
ton.

Mahindra to redevelop
two societies in Mumbai:
Mahindra Group's real estate
arm Mahindra Lifespace
Developers Ltd (MLDL), has
been appointed as the pre-
ferred partner for the rede-
velopment of two residen-
tial societies in the Lokhand-
wala Complex, Andheri
West, Mumbai, with a proj-
ect value of approximately
Rs 1,200 crore, according to
an exchange filing. The com-
pany will redevelop two resi-
dential societies in the posh
Lokhandwala Complex
under the Maharashtra
state's cluster development
scheme.

Market erases previous
loSSes; Sensex up 593 pts

Almostallindicesendedinthe greenwith Nifty Realty emergingastop performer
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enchmark indices

on Wednesday

erased previousloss-

es and snapped two-
daylosing streak amid buying
across the sectors.

At close, Sensex was up
592.93 points or 0.78 per
cent at 76,617.44, and the
Nifty was up 166.65 points
or(0.72 percentat23,332.35.

The market opened higher

extended therise as the day
progress, hitting 23350 intra-
day, to finish near day's high.

BSE Midcap and smallcap
indicesrose nearly 1 per cent
each.

Among the sectors, almost
all ended in the green with
the Nifty Realty emerging as
the top performer, up by 3.6
per cent.

It was followed by Nifty
Consumer Durables, which
added 2.5 per cent, Nifty

1 per cent each.

Nifty Auto, Nifty Financial
Services, Nifty IT, and Nifty
Pharma also rose around 0.8
per cent each.

Central Bank of India
shares plunged nearly 10%
while other PSU banks like
Indian Overseas Bank and
Punjab & Sind Bank also
faced declines.

NiftyITindexgained 1.07
per cent in intraday trade,
rebounding after two sessions

of losses in which it had
declined by 4.21 per cent.

Tech Mahindra led the
gains, rising 2.21 per cent
while Infosys and Wipro fol-
lowed closely, gaining 1.9
per cent and 1.12 per cent,
respectively. Persistent Sys-
tems was up 1.64 per cent,
and only HCL Technologies
and Coforge werein thered.

On the BSE, nearly 85
stocks touched their 52-week
low. These included Punjab
and Sind Bank, Central Bank
of India, UCO Bank, Kajaria
Ceramics, I0B, Colgate Pal-
molive, Birlasoft, Metropolis
Healthcare, Sona BLW, KEI
Industries, among others.

Further on the Nifty50,
on the gaining side were
Tata Consumer (6.91 per
cent), Zomato (4.9 per cent),
Titan (3.7 per cent), IndusInd
Bank (2.8 per cent), and
Maruti Suzuki (2 per cent).
While on thelosing side were
Bharat Electronics (3.34 per
cent), Nestle India (1.3 per
cent), UltraTech Cement (1
per cent), PowerGrid (0.9
per cent), and Bajaj Finserv
(0.7 per cent).

Shares of Tata Consumer
Products jumped 8.15% in
early trade to an intraday
high of Rs 1,073.15 on the
NSE after Goldman Sachs
upgraded the stock to BUY.

India’s Manufacturing PMIrises to
58.1inMarch, highestin8 months

India Manufacturing PMI
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India's Manufacturing Pur-
chasingManagers’ Index (PMI)
rose to 58.1 in March 2025,
up from 56.3 in February, and
its highest mark in 8 months.

Accordingtodatareleased
by HSBC and compiled by
S&P Global, therise was driven
by stronger new orders growth,
as the New Orders Index
reached its highest level in
eight months, supported by
increased customer interest,
favourable demand conditions,
and successful marketing ini-
tiatives.

The rise was driven by a
surge in new orders, with total

pace since July 2024, as a
result of strongdemand, pos-
itive customer interest, and
effective marketing, leading
to increased production at
the fiscal year-end.

New export orders grew
but at a slower three-month
pace, with gains from Asia,
Europe, and the Middle East.

Topreventstockshortages,
manufacturers boosted input
purchases to a seven-month
high, well above the average.
Supplierslargelymetdemand,
though lead times shortened
at a slower pace.

“India registered a 58.1
manufacturing PMIin March,
up substantially from 56.3

To prevent stock
shortages, manufac-
turers boosted input
purchases to a seven-
month high, well
above the average.
Suppliers largely met
demand, though lead
times shortened at a
slower pace.

during the previous month.
Although international orders
slightly slowed, overalldemand
momentum remained robust,
and the new orders index
recorded an eight-month high
of 61.5,” Pranjul Bhandari,
Chief India Economist at
HSBC, said.

Strongdemand prompted
firms to tap into their inven-
tories, causing the fastest drop
in finished goods stocks in
over three years. Business
expectations remained fairly
optimistic, with around 30
per cent of survey participants
foreseeing greater outputvol-
umesintheyearahead, com-
pared to less than 2 per cent
thatanticipate a contraction,
headded. The dataalso high-
lighted that in order to meet
rising demand, firms tapped
into theirinventories, leading
to the fastest drop in finished
goods stocks since January
2022. Companiesalso increased
input purchases at the quickest
ratein seven monthsto counter
stock depletion.

Rupee projected to trade in range
of 85.5-87.5 per dollar in FY26

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 2 APRIL

The performance of Indian
rupee in FY25, when com-
pared with other global cur-
rencies, wasrelatively stable,
with a stronger dollar weighing
on all major currency pairs,
areportshowed on Wednes-
day.

However, towards the end
of the year, a reversal in
dollar strength and FPIinflows
into debt supported a rally
in rupee, with the domestic
currency recouping as much
as 2.4 per cent in a single-
month alone, according to
a report by Bank of Baroda
(BoB).

The coming year is likely
to be marked by a period of
volatility, awaiting clarity on
US tariff policies. This will
also set the stage for the US
Fed’s rate actions, in turn,
affecting how the dollar
behaves.

"On the domestic front,

the rupee is likely to find
support from improvement
in growth prospects, lower
inflation and stable external
deficits. Overall, we expect
the rupee to trade in the
range of 85.5-87.5 per dollar
in FY26," said Aditi Gupta,
Economist, Bank of Baroda.

FY25 was an interesting
year for the rupee as it under-
went periods of stability,
rapid depreciation and con-
solidation thereafter.

While the first 7 months
of the year were marked by
a largely rangebound cur-
rency, the latter part of the
year was characterised by
wide fluctuations in the rupee
movement.

Theresults of the US pres-
idential elections in November
were a key catalyst for the
global forex market as a win
for Donald Trump cast a
shadow of uncertainty over
US growth and inflation
dynamics. This led to a sig-
nificantrepricing of Fed rate

cut expectations, which, in
turn, boosted the demand
for the dollar.

"Therupee’s fortune also
varied in turn. Between March
to October, it depreciated
by just 0.8 per cent, with
average daily annualised
volatility at multi-year lows
of just 1.5 per cent," said
Gupta.

While strong domestic
fundamentals underlined a
period of stabilityin the cur-
rency in the first part of the
year, changing global land-
scape played an important
role in the domestic currency’s
performance in the latter
part of the year.

Goingahead, the US tariff
stance will play a critical role
in the movement of global
currencies.

"After some upheaval,
markets have largely taken
US tariff actions in stride,
however, the balance will
once again be tested," the
report mentioned.

Need for modernising Central KYC Records
Registry, streamlining KYC process: DFS Secretary

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 2 APRIL

M. Nagaraju, Secretary,
Department of Financial Serv-
ices (DFS) emphasised the
need for the modernisation
of the Central KYC Records
Registry (CKYCR) and stream-
lining of KYC process.

The DEFES chaired the to
discuss the revamp of the
Central KYC Records Registry
and key issues related to
Know Your Customer (KYC)
compliance with the objective
of makinglife of citizen com-
fortable while availing Finan-
cial Services.

The meetingincluded sen-
ior officials from concerned
Ministries/Departments,
financial sector regulators,
financial institutions, and
other stakeholders.

At the meeting, he also
highlighted key issues & chal-
lenges concerning individuals
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and regulated entities. The
DES also shared the measures
so far taken by the Govern-

Poonam Gupta appointed Deputy Governor of RBI

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 2 APRIL

The government appointed
Poonam Gupta as the Deputy
Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on 1
April, 2025. She will hold
the position for three years,
the appointments committee
order stated.

She is currently serving
as the Director General of
the National Council for
Applied Economics Research
(NCAER).

At NCAER, Gupta leads
the work on issues related
to economic growth, inter-
national financial architec-
ture, central banking, macro-
economic stability, public
debt, and state finances.

Gupta will succeed
Michael Debaprata Patra

about two months after he
retires from the position.

She holds a Master's
degree and a PhD in Eco-
nomics from the University
of Maryland, USA, and a
Master's degree in Econom-
ics from Delhi School of
Economics, University of
Delhi.

She has held various roles
in academia, think tanks,
and government and non-
government organisations,
including the International
Monetary Fund, World Bank,
and National Institute of
Public Finance and Policy
(NIPFP), among others. She
isalso amember of the Eco-
nomic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister and Con-
vener of the Advisory Council
to the 16th Finance Com-
mission.

Gupta taught at the Delhi
School of Economics, Uni-
versity of Maryland (USA),
and as a visiting faculty at
ISI, Delhi. She has also been
the RBI Chair Professor at
NIPFP and a Professor at
ICRIER.

She currently serves on
the boards of NIPFP and
GDN (Global Development
Network). She is a member
of the World Bank’s advisory
groups on ‘Poverty & Equity’
and the ‘World Development
Report’, the Development
Advisory Committee of NITI
Aayog, and FICCI's Executive
Committee.

She was also the Chair
of the Task Force on Macro-
economics and Trade during
India’s G20 Presidency.

Curious case of GST on popcorn: A ‘namkeen,

C.A ARUPA DEY BANIK

Popcorn, the ubiquitous snack
of movie nights and casual
munching, has found itself
embroiled in a surprisingly
complex tax tale in India.

The Central Board of Indirect
Taxes & Customs (CBIC) has
recently stepped in to clarify
the labyrinthine Goods and
Services Tax (GST) rates applied
to this seemingly simple treat,
revealinga three-tiered struc-
ture that distinguishes between
the salty, sweet, and packaged
varieties.

Tobringclarity to ongoing
disputes, the CBIC has
announced thatrate disputes
on specific categories of pop-
corn up to February 14th will

beregularised. "Inviewofthe
prevailing genuine doubts
regarding the applicability of
GSTrate onready to eat pop-
corn mixed with saltand spices,
asrecommended by the (GST)
Council, issue for past period
up to 14.02.2025, is hereby
regularised on ‘as is where is’
basis," arecent circular declared.
This move, prompted by
requests, followed the GST
Council'sdecision in December
2024 to issue a detailed clari-
fication.

The crux of the matter lies
in the distinction between
loose, packaged, and sweetened
popcorn. According to the
CBIC, ready-to-eat popcorn
mixed with salt and spices
attractsa5% GST ifsoldloose,

reflecting its classification as
"namkeen." However, the
same popcorn, when pre-
packaged andlabelled, incurs
a 12 per cent GST, due to its
status asapackaged food item.
Conversely, caramel popcorn,
with its sugar content, is
deemed a sugar confectionery
and attracts the highest rate
of 18 per cent.
Nowletusunderstand the
taxation journey of this popular
snack-from simple to stratified.
For decades, popcorn enjoyed
a relatively straightforward
tax treatment. Prior to the
55th GST Council meeting, a
uniform 5 per cent GST rate
applied tobothloose and pre-
packaged popcorn, aligning
with the taxation of other non-

luxury food items. However,
the 55th meeting ushered in
anew era of granular classifi-
cation, driven by packaging,
ingredients, and preparation
methods.

Before, whether you
grabbed a bag of popcorn at
the theatre or bought a pre-
packaged version from the
store, the tax was the same.
Now, the 55th GST Council

epaper.thestatesman.com

ment and Financial Sector
Regulators and proposed
measures for further enhanc-
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ing efficiency, reducing redun-
dancy and improving security
relating to KYC process across

financial sectors were dis-
cussed at length.

During the discussion,
many suggestions were
received from stakeholders
which will be considered for
further easing of the KYC
process.

Itistobehighlighted that
during the Union Budget
2025, Finance Miniter Nirmala
SItharaman introduced a
revamped Central KYC reg-
istry.

The new framework aimed
to simplify and standardise
KYC procedures across the
financial sector, reducing
bureaucratic hurdles and
ensuring greater security and
efficiency.

The Budget 2025
announcement highlighted
key enhancements to CKYC,
including technology-driven
verification methods and
seamless integration with
digital platforms.

India surpasses USintermsotlocomotive
productionin FY25; NHAI capex spikes 21 pc

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 2 APRIL

India surpasses the total loco-
motive production of regions
such as the United States,
Europe, South America, Africa,
and Australia, emerged as a
globalleaderin railwayloco-
motive manufacturing.

The countryhasachieved
arecord production of 1,681
locomotives in the financial
year 2024-25.

This marks an increase of
209 locomotives, or 19 per
cent, compared to the 1,472
locomotives produced in the
previous financial year 2023-
24.

“Thisrecord-breaking pro-

Meeting has made the fol-
lowing changes:

Loose Popcorn (Unpackaged):
Remains at 5 per cent, con-
sistent with its classification
as a basic snack.
Pre-Packaged Popcorn: Now
taxed at 12 per cent, reflecting
its status as a packaged food
item.

Caramelized Popcorn: Sees
a significant jump to 18 per
cent, aligning it with other
sugar-based confectioneries,
similar to candies and choco-
lates.

Asaclarification, popcorn
served to customersin theatres
inloose form will continue to
attract a rate of 5 per cent as
applicable to 'restaurant service'

duction is the highest ever
forlocomotive manufacturing
in the country, reflecting the
significant achievements of
allunitsin enhancingrailway
infrastructure and capacity,”
Ministry of Railways saidin a
statement.

The ministry further said
that between 2004 and 2014,
India produced a total of4,695
locomotives, with a national
annual average of 470.

In contrast, from 2014 to
2024, locomotive manufac-
turing witnessed a significant
surge, with 9,168 locomotives
produced, raising the annual
average to approximately917.

As per the data, the pro-
duction was distributed as:

aslongassupplied independ-
ently of the cinema exhibition
service. Once bundled with
Movie Tickets, thereis another
layer of complexity and the
GSTrate for theentirebundle
is determined by the movie
ticket's GST rate. If the movie
ticket is taxed at 12 per cent
GST, the popcorn bundled
with it will also be taxed at 12
per cent, even if it is loose
popcorn. If the movie ticket
has a GST rate of 18 per cent,
the entire combo, including
the popcorn, will be taxed at
18 per cent, satisfying the test
of composite supply.
Evidently, the rationale
behind these varyingrateslies
inthe perceived characteristics
and also venue of consumption

Chittaranjan Locomotive
Works manufactured 700
locomotives, Banaras Loco-
motive Works produced 477,
Patiala Locomotive Works
contributed 304 locomotives
and 100 locomotives each
were manufactured at the
Madhepura and Marhowrah
units. The majority of the
locomotives produced in the
country were intended for
freight trains.

Further, the National High-
way Authority of India (NHAI)
has also shared its update
during the Financial Year
2024-25 sayingitconstructed
5,614 km of National Highways
againstthe target of 5,150 km
for the year.

'packaged & sweet saga

of each popcorn type. Ulti-
mately, the popcorn saga
reveals more than just tax
rates; it'samirror to the evolving
landscape of consumer goods
and the ongoing quest for
clarity within India's fiscal
framework. So, the next time
you reach for that buttery,
salty, or sweet treat, remember:
you're not just enjoying a
snack, you're partaking in a
surprisingly intricate economic
drama, where every kernel
carries a carefully calculated
tax burden. While the CBIC's
recent clarifications aim to
resolve existing ambiguities,
the curious case of popcorn
taxation serves as a reminder
of the dynamic nature of tax
regulations in India.
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ISL: Jamshedpur FClooktooverturn

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMSHEDPUR, 2 APRIL

amshedpur FC are set
to host Mohun Bagan
Super Giant (MBSG) in
the firstleg of their Indian
uper League (ISL) 2024-25
semifinal fixture on Thursday.
This will be the first time
that these two sides meet in
the playoffs, with MBSG
reaching the last-four courtesy
of winning the ISL League
Shield, whereas the Red Min-
ers defeated NorthEast United
FC 2-0 in the one-legged
eliminator.

Jamshedpur FC have not
secured avictoryin their pre-
vious six matches against
Mohun Bagan Super Giant
in the ISL, losing on four
occasions. Another failure
to win here will make it their
longest winless run in front
ofanyopponentinthe com-
petition.

Meanwhile, MBSG have
been unbeaten on the road
in the previous six games,
winning thrice and scoring
13 goals at the expense of
conceding merely thrice.
Avoiding a loss here will not
onlymarkanew clubrecord
for their longest such streak
away from home in theleague
butalso enable them to enter
the second and decisive leg
in Kolkata high on confi-
dence.

Jamshedpur FC have the
advantage of makinga strong
start to the semifinal tie, but
they have lost both of their
last two games here — with
theirlastlongerlosing streak
at the stadium coming
between November and
December 2022, of three
games each.

Jamshedpur FC have seen
a purple patch upfront in
2025, scoring the most goals
(22) since the start of the cal-
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endar year - one more than
Mohun Bagan Super Giant
(21), who are the highest
scorersin theleague with 47
strikes.

MBSG have won just one
of their last six ISL playoff
matches in regulation or extra
time (D3 L2), including a 1-
3 defeat to Mumbai City FC
in last season’s final. They
will want to set this record
straightto clinch the ISL Cup
after falling short at the final
hurdle last season.
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Head coach Jose Molina
remains unbeatenin the ISL
playoffs (W1 D2) from his
tenure with ATK in 2016. If
he avoids a defeat here, Molina
will surpass John Gregory
(W2D1in2017-18 for Chen-
naiyin FC) to become the
tactician with the longest
unbeaten streak in the play-
offs.

Jamshedpur FC's head
coach, Khalid Jamil, outlined
an optimistic perspective
before the fixture. “There are

- -

two legs to play and we are
facing a very good team. We
are positive since we are play-
ing at home, and we must
think of a positive result,”
he said.

Mohun Bagan Super Giant
head coach Jose Molina
affirmed his side’s commit-
ment to winning the ISL Cup.
“We are ready and we want
to win the ISL Cup. We are
absolutely happy with the
season, but we want to win
the Cup too,” he said.

poorrecordagainst MohunBagan

Hosts face tough taskagainstreigning League Shield champions inthefirstleg of thesemifinalsattheirhomeground

Jamshedpur FC and
Mohun Bagan Super Giant
have faced each other 10
times in the ISL, with MBSG
winning five times and the
Red Miners emerging victo-
rious thrice. Two encounters
have produced draws.

Jamshedpur FC’sJavi Her-
nandez is just two goal con-
tributions away from reaching
50in theISL (29 goalsand 19
assists). If he scores in this
game, he will record the sec-
ond-highest goal tally in a
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single season for Jamshedpur
FC, behind Greg Stewart (11
goals in 2021-22).

Mohun Bagan Super
Giant’s Jason Cummings has
provided an assistin each of
their last two away games.
Setting up another goal here
will make him the first club
player to assistin three con-
secutive away matches in
ISL history. Overall, he has
netted four times and directly
facilitated six strikes during
the current campaign.

Premier League: Elanga strike
gives Forestwin over Man Utd

AGENCIES
NOTTINGHAM, 2 APRIL

Anthony Elanga’s stunning
first half goal was enough
for Nottingham Forest to
claim three Premier League
points against Manchester
United at the City Ground.

The Forest winger stormed
through the United defence
with just five minutes played
in NG2 to secure the win for
Nuno Espirito Santo’s Reds.

Fresh from booking their
place in the FA Cup semi-
finals with a penalty shoot-
out victory over Brighton
&amp; Hove Albion on Sat-
urday, Nuno Espirito Santo's
men took another big step
towards qualifying for the
UEFA Champions League.

[twas a trademark count-
er-attacking goal that decided
the contest, with Elanga run-
ning from deep inside his
own halfbefore tuckinghome
after only five minutes.

Ruben Amorim's Red Dev-
ilsapplied plenty of pressure
thereafter but could not find
an equaliser, with Harry
Maguire squandering two
glorious chances late on.

Elanga dedicated his goal
against Manchester United
to the Nottingham Forest
supporters and teammates,
he said, "I wanted to thank
the Forest fans because
they’'ve supported me so
much this season and last
season as well."

“It’s credit to all the players
that started against Brighton
and again today. Tomorrow
isall aboutrecoverybecause
we have another big game
on Saturday against Villa
who are doing well as well."

Manchester United
remain in 13th spot, while
the victory took third-placed
Forest eight points clear of
Chelsea and nine above Man-
chester City ahead of their
matches later this week.

"We controlled the game,
but we already knew this
team can score goals out of

nothing. When they scored
we changed the game alittle
bit from what they want. We
tried with good opportunities,
but in the last third, the last
pass, the last assist wasn't
there. Then if we don't have
thatwe cannotscore goals,"
said Man United manager
Ruben Amorim.

This season continues
United’s onfield decline since
managerial great Alex Fer-
guson retired in 2013 after
winning the club’slastleague
title.

It was his and United’s
13th championship of the
first 20 years of the Premier
League. The club hasn’twon
another since.

Its lowest finish in the
Premier League under Fer-
guson was third.

Amorim said in January
that this might be the worst
team in United’s history and
things have only got worse
since then.

Among United’s many
problems this season have
been a lack of goals. The
Forest game was the 11th
time it has failed to score in
the league - prompting a
desperate Amorim to play
center back Harry Maguire
inattackashewentinsearch
of a late equalizer.

Maguire came closer than
any of his teammates to scor-
ing when seeing a stoppage
time effort cleared off the
line.

“We deserved more in
this game, that is clear, but
it was our fault. We need to
be better in the last third,”
Amorim said.

Rasmus Hojlund, a striker
signed from Atalanta for $82
million last season, has only
scored eight goals in his 41
games in all competitions
this term.

Strike partner Joshua
Zirkzee has scored six in 45
appearances. United has
scored 37 in the league all
season with a goal difference
of minus 4.

Boxing World Cup: Jadumani enters semifinals
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Aresilient display under pres-
sure allowed national cham-
pion Jadumani Singh Man-
dengbam to overcome the
formidable Ellis Trowbridge
of Britain to reach the semi-
finals of the men's 50kg cat-
egory at the World Boxing
Cup Brazil 2025.
Trowbridge, the 2024
World Boxing Cup Finals
silver medallist, began the
bout in his usual aggressive
style but the Indian was pre-
pared to absorb the pressure
and find ways to land his
punches, earning a 3:2 split
decision in his favour on
Tuesday. He will now face
former Asian U-22 champion
AsilbekJalilov of Uzbekistan
for a place in the final.
However, India’s challenge
in the 75kg, 85kg and 90+kg
categories came to an end
after all the three boxers went
down fighting in their respec-
tive bouts. Nikhil Dubeylost
the 75kg bout 0:5 against
local favourite Kaue Belini
while Jugnoo was at the wrong

&

end of a 1:4 split decision
against France’s Abdoulaye
Traore in 85kg. Narender
came close to beating Kaza-
khastan’s Daniyal Saparbay,
even getting a 30-27 verdict
from one one judge but lost
the 90+kg bout on a 3:2 split

i,

decision. In the other cate-
gories, Manish Rathore (55kg)
will take on Paris Olympian
Yusulf Chothia of Australia,
Hitesh (70kg) will meet
Gabriele Guidi Rontani of
Italywhile Abhinash Jamwal
(65kg) has to overcome the

—

challenge of Denis Bril of
Germany. Earlier, Lakshya
Chahar had a disappointing
start to his campaign, suffering
a 0-5 defeat against Brazil’s
Wanderley Pereira in the
opening round of the men’s
80 kg division on Day 1.

GEARING UP FOR BATTLE
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Kolkata Knight Riders

Blayers take a break during a practice session at the iconic Ed

Premier Clash (IPL) against Sunrisers Hyderabad on Thursday.
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en Gardens in Kolkata ahead of their Indian

Vandana creditsintluence of Pillay, Ronaldo, Bolt foriconic hockey career
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Indian women's hockey team
forward Vandana Katariya,
who retired from the inter-
national circuit on Tuesday,
revealed drawinginspiration
from legends like Dhanraj
Pillay, Cristiano Ronaldo, and
Usain Bolt to keep herself
upbeat during her 15-year-
long careerin the senior side.
Vandana finished as the
most-capped player in the
history of Indian women’s
hockeywith 320 international
appearances and 158 goals.
She called it an emotional
decision to hangup herboots.
"It was a very hard decision
to take. We stay with each
other more than a family, so
leaving them was an emotional
decision. To feel and under-
stand this decision is really
difficult. TodayI felt too emo-
tional and took the decision
toannounce myretirement,"
she told a news agency.
Despite achieving multiple
accolades over the years, the

2013 Junior World Cup tri-
umph where she finished as
the team's top-scorer in
Monchengladbach, Germany,
and the Tokyo Olympics'

fourth-place finish remain
close to Vandana's heart.
"There were a lot of highs
in my career from winning
the bronze medal in Junior

e |

World Cup in 2013 to qualifying
for Rio Olympics in 2016 to
winning a gold medal in the
Asia Cup in 2017 to winning
a silver medal in the Asian

Games to missing out on a
medal and finishing fourth
in the Tokyo Olympics. Among
these, the Tokyo Olympics
and the 2013 Junior World
Cup are the most special
moments forme," she asserted.
"After Tokyo, it was difficult
toforgetthatheartbreak, but
we thought we would cover
itup in Paris, aswe learned a
lot in that tournament. I
missed the Paris Olympics
Qualifiers in Rachi due to an
injury. The team performed
well, but I think luck was not
on our side. Had we won the
match against Germany, then
we would have qualified for
the Paris Olympics."

The veteran player added
that she has learned to give
herself more time in training
tobring the best out of herself.

"Ifeel players mustbe dis-
ciplined in their diet, recovery,
and fitness. We all train togeth-
er with our coaches and sup-
port staff, but I feel players
who give themselves extra
time stand out. I've always
played with high energy and
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kept myself fit throughout
my career," she said.

When asked about her
longevityin the sportand her
favourite athletes, Vandana
credited international stars
including Ronaldo and Bolt
asplayingaroleinher career.
"I'm a fan of Dhanraj Pillay
as he was also a forward and
also followed (Cristiano) Ronal-
do and Usain Boltalotin my
life. Players are very disciplined
these days and are ready for
the high-performance require-
ment of the Indian team,"
she revealed.

She further highlighted
the impact of the Women's
Hockey India League in uplift-
ing the confidence of young-
sters for future tournaments.

"The Women's HIL was
much-needed asitboosts the
personal confidence of players.
Even players other than the
Indian camp also received
an opportunity to prove them-
selves. We have a strong
chance of clinching a medal
innextyear's World Cup and
2028 Olympics as the team is

doing really well."

"With the rise of hockey
over the years, with the help
of Khelo India, it is a good
career opportunity forupcom-
ingyoungsters. The popularity
of the game has reached the
masses, and there is a good
career for them in hockey
now," she added.

The 32-year-old is yet to
decide on her career ahead,
but remains open to taking
up acoachingrole while con-
firming her participation in
the next HIL as a player.

"I'm completely fit and
['mready for any opportunity,
including coaching (if required)
and playing.I'venotdecided
anythingyet, nothingis coming
to my mind. I will play in the
next edition of the HIL. She
played for the Shrachi Rarh
Bengal Tigers in the inaugural
edition earlier this year.

Sharing her initial hardship,
Vandana remembered how
herjourneyinhockeystarted
in the fifth standard.

"Tused to play kho kho in
school in the fifth standard.

My sisters used to play hockey,
and I also joined them, and
thatishowmyjourney started
in the sport. Now, the sport
has given us a lot to live a
healthy life, but I have faced
situations when we struggled
to manage food two times a
day.Thave faced atime when
we four siblings had only one
pair of shoes. "WhenImoved
to Lucknow hostel, Ireceived
akit, shoes, and proper food.
My fatherhad to sell his cattle,
but he did not tell us. There
were many challenges, but
everything is fine now," she
recalled.

In the end, she is happy
that her struggles paid off
and got the opportunity to
getinspired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's pep talk
before and after the Tokyo
Olympics. "Players' dreams
are never-endingas they push
for more, but after meeting
him (PM Modi), it was very
motivational. He inspires you
so much to perform the best
for the team," Vandana signed
off.
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IYER HAPPY WITH PBKS FORM

Following the eight-wicket win over Lucknow Super Giants
(LSC), Punjab Kings (PBKS) skipper Shreyas lyer expressed happi-

ness with his team's win and how the players executed their
> roles and plans to perfection. lyer-led PBKS continued to
stamp their authority as relentless hitting from
Prabhsimran Singh, Iyer and Nehal Wadhera after a mea-
: sured bowling effort helped them make it two wins in
two matches at the start of the season against LSG
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Puyol to lead Barcelona,
Figo nhamed Real Madrid
captain for 'Legends
Faceoff': Carles Puyol will
lead the Barcelona Leg-
ends while Luis Figo will
lead the Real Madrid Leg-
ends as the squads for the
'Legends Faceoff' between
the two Spanish giants
were announced on
Wednesday. This clash is
scheduled to take place on
6 April at the DY Patil Sta-
dium in Navi Mumbai,
bringing back some of
football's most iconic rival-
ries in front of an ener-
gised crowd. "The 'Legends
Faceoff' is going to be spe-
cial. | am really excited to
play in India for the first
time. The passion of the
fans here is incredible, and
| can” t wait to experience
it first-hand," Puyol said.
Xavi Hernandez added,
"Barcelona vs. Real Madrid
is the biggest rivalry in
football, and | am excited
to be part of this historic
match. Mumbai, get ready
for a footballing spectacle
like no other!" "The love
for football in India is
growing every day, and
it”s a privilege to bring
this legendary rivalry to
the fans in Mumbai. This
will be a match to remem-
ber!" said Figo. John Zaidi,
CEO and co-founder of The
Sports Front, said, "The
'Legends Faceoff ™ has
sparked tremendous inter-
est among fans.”

IPL2025: KnightRiderstakeon

sunrisers, aimfor first ‘'home’' win

Kolkata hostHyderabad amid controversy over Eden Gardens pitchandlack of homeadvantage

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
KOLKATA, 2 APRIL

he stage is set for a
rematch of last IPL
season’s final with
the defending cham-
pions Kolkata Knight Riders
gearing up for a league
encounter against Sunrisers
Hyderabad atthe Eden Gar-
dens on Thursday. Both
teams come into the contest
having lost two of their last
three games, adding extra
urgency to their campaigns.
With KKR already expressing
disappointment over the
Eden pitch, tensions are high,
setting the scene for an
intense showdown.

The controversy over the
Eden pitch erupted after the
home sside suffered a seven-
wicket defeat to Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru in the sea-
son opener. Former KKR
opener Phil Salt and Virat
Kohli took the home attack
to the cleaners, stitching a
95-run stand offjust 51 balls
in a one-sided chase of 175.

Accordingtoreports, Eden
curator Sujan Mukherjee
had declined KKR's request
for a spin-friendly track in
their opening match. How-
ever, after facing backlash,
the Cricket Association of

Bengal (CAB) hasbeen under

pressure to produce a track
that aids KKR's spin-heavy

attack, compris-
ing Sunil
Narine,

Moeen Ali and Varun
Chakravarthy. In fact, the
calls for a pitch favouring
the home side grew louder

after Chakravarthy, one of

KKR'’s key spinners, leaked
45 runs in the opener.
Butbeyond the pitch, the

team’s composition hasbeen
far from impressive in the
season so far, despite Ajinkya
Rahane’s side managing to
win their match against
Rajasthan Royals in Guwahati
before being mauled by
Mumbai Indians at the
Wankhede in the third game

1 9 Ko!kata

Knight Riders

sunrisers
Hyderabad

8 total
matches

of the season.

The core of the IPL-win-
ning unit of 2024, including
former skipper Shreyas Iyer
(moved to Punjab Kings),
his deputy Nitish Rana (RR)
and pace spearhead Mitchell
Starc (DC), have displayed

excellent formin the first 10
days of the IPL. To rub ‘Salt’
to their wounds, Phil has
already proved his worth for
RCB.

Starc,
who

returned a

career-best 5/35 for Delhi
Capitals against Sunrisers
Hyderabad in theirlast outing,
could be the biggest miss in
the KKR bowling attack that
lacks the sting. His Aussie
counterpart Spencer Johnson

[PL: After KKR, CSK, now LSG disappointed with home pitch
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After Kolkata Knight Riders
and Chennai Super Kings,
Lucknow Super Giants became
the latest Indian Premier
League (IPL) franchise to have
expressed their dissatisfaction
with their home pitch after
the Zaheer Khan-mentored
side suffered an eight-wicket
hammering at the hands of
Punjab Kings in Tuesday’s
match played at the Ekana
Stadium in Lucknow.
Visibly frustrated with the
outcome, the former India
left-arm quick said it seemed
the Punjab Kings had brought
their own curator to prepare
the pitch as the tourists romped
home with 22 balls to spare.
“Whatwasalittle disappointing
for me here,” Zaheer said at
the press conference. “Con-
sidering it's a home game
and in IPL you've seen how
teams have looked at taking
alittlebitofhome advantage,
from that point of viewyou've
seen the curator is not really
thinking thatit'sahome game.
I think maybe it looked like,
you know, itwas Punjab cura-
tor out here. So that's some-
thing which we will figure.
It's anew set-up also for me,
butIhope that thisis the first
and the last game when it
comes to that. Because you

Kiwis clinch series against Pakistan, eye whitewash
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New Zealand secured the
series against Pakistan with
an emphatic 84-run victory
in Hamilton on Wednesday.
The Kiwis will now head to
Mount Maunganui for the
final ODI on Saturday, aiming
for a clean sweep.

The hero of the second
innings for them was arBen
Ses, who delivered a stunning
performance, claiming a five-
wicket haul in just his third
ODI. After going wicketless
in his first two games, Sears
emerged as the standout
bowler, leading New Zealand
tovictorywith figures of 5/59.

Chasing a target of 293,
Pakistan suffered an early
collapse. Will O'Rourke struck
first, dismissing Abdullah
Shafique for just a single.
Soon after, Babar Azam fol-
lowed, falling to Jacob Duffy
for 1.Imam-ul-Haq also per-
ished to Duffy, leaving Pak-
istan reeling at 9/3 in just

are disappointing the Lucknow
fans as well. They've come
up with so much expectations
of winning the first home
game here. As a team, we are
confident. We accept that
we've lost the game, and we
have got to do whatever it
takes to make that impact in
the home leg. We still have
six more games to go here,
and this team has shown in
the season so far, whatever
little cricket is played, that
we have the right outlook and
the mindset to look at the
IPL. What you can expect is

5.3 overs. Things only got
worse as Salman Agha (9)
departed, making it 31/4 in
11.1 overs. Captain Moham-
mad Rizwan failed to anchor
the innings, managing 5 runs
off 27 deliveries before being
dismissed. Tayyab Tahir (13)
fell to Nathan Smith, while
Mohammad Wasim (1)
became Sears' victim. Akif

innovation, out-of-the-box
thinking, the fight, the hunger,
and that sums us up as a
team.”

Arshdeep Singh, who
starred with a three-wicket
haul for Punjab Kings, acknowl-
edged the help from the pitch,
while expressing his disap-
pointment atleakingin excess
of 40 runs during LSG’s innings.
Besides Arshdeep, PBKS used
the conditions well by employ-
ingtheir seam-bowling arsenal,
comprising thelikes of Lockie
Ferguson, Marco Jansen and
Marcus Stoinis to good effect.

Javed was later removed by
Dufty, giving the pacer his
third wicket. Faheem Ashraf
and Naseem Shah provided
some resistance, stitching
together a 60-run partnership.
Ashraf played a counter-
attacking knock of 73 off 80
balls, while Naseem Shah
contributed a fighting 51 off
44. However, itwasn't enough

In contrast, thehomeside,
plagued by injuries to key
players, mostly their pacers,
had probably anticipated a
slower surface, and thus went
inwith two seamers— Shardul
Thakur and theirlone overseas
pacer Shamar Joseph.

On being asked if they
mighthave misread the pitch
in their first home game,
Zaheer agreed, saying, "That's
what we are saying. We will
go according towhat the cura-
tor tells us. We are not using
this as an excuse. We have
seen during the last season

to rescue Pakistan from the
damage inflicted by New
Zealand's bowlers.

Sears led the charge with
5/59, while Duffy claimed
3/35. Will O'Rourke and
Nathan Smith picked up a
wicket each as Pakistan were
bundled out, handing New
Zealand acommanding win.

Earlier, New Zealand put

thatit's not like batters don't
have to struggle here at times.
All these things go onin cricket.
But the way the home team
should get support, everyone
needs to know this is our
home team thatis playing in
Lucknow and what can we
do to help them win? Every-
one's contribution isimportant.
We will find a way anyway to
win matches...”

At the post-match pres-
entation, LSG skipper Rishabh
Pant also spoke of his side
expecting a ‘slow wicket’,
while explaining his decision
to goinwith an extra spinner
in M Siddharth instead of
pacer Prince Yadav.

“The idea was to get a
slower wicket. We felt it's a
home game, it's going to stop
a little bit. I think the slower
ones, when bowled into the
wicket, were still sticking in
but we weren't good enough
on the day. We have got to
learn and move forward. Itis
our first home game. Still
assessing the conditions,” he
said.

LSG have now lost two of
their first three matches this
season, with theirhomerecord
slipping to just 7 wins in 15
completed games at the Ekana
Stadium. They now await
Mumbai Indians on 4 April,
hopingto get their campaign
back on track.

in final ODI

up astrongbatting perform-
ance, finishing with 292/8.
Openers Rhys Mariu (18) and
Nick Kelly (31) provided an
aggressive start before Kelly
fell with the score at 54/1 in
6.2 overs. The Kiwis reached
100 in 15.3 overs but lost
Daryl Mitchell (18) in the
same over. Henry Nicholls
(22) followed soon after, mak-
ing it 102/4 in 16.5 overs.
Captain Michael Bracewell
(17) was dismissed by
Mohammad Wasim, leaving
New Zealand in a tricky posi-
tion at 132/5. However,
Muhammad Abbas and
Mitchell Hay steadied the
innings with a crucial 77-
run partnership. Abbas was
eventually dismissed by
Sufiyan Mugeem for 41.
Mitchell Hay played a sen-
sational knock, ensuring New
Zealand reached a competitive
total. Heremained unbeaten
on 99 off 78 balls, hitting
seven boundaries and seven
sixes. His efforts earned him
the Player of the Match award.

hasbeen far from impressive
while Anrich Nortje remains
sidelined with abackinjury.
KKR’sretained players —
Venkatesh Iyer,
Rinku Singh,
Andre Rus-
sell,
Sunil
Narine,
Harshit
Rana, and
Ramandeep
Singh are yet to
setthe stage onfire.
Ontheotherhand,
SRH’s ultra-aggressive
batting approach did seem
to work in their season
opener but have struggled
to breach the 200-run mark
in their last two games.
Their high-risk cricket has
completely backfired
against Lucknow Super
Giants (190/9) and Delhi
Capitals (163 all out),
resulting in consecutive
defeats. Goingin to Thurs-
day’s match, Pat Cummins
and the leadership group
will have to reassess their
batting approach. Leading
the bowling attack, the skipper
and his new ball partner
Mohammed Shami could
be a potential threat to the
struggling KKR batting at
the Eden.

Arjun Bhati aims for
Olympic glory after
receiving National Youth
Award: Indian golfer Arjun
Bhati, who was recently
honoured with the National
Youth Award, expressed
his gratitude and reflected
on his journey in the sport.
The young golfer, who has
been playing for over a
decade, considers this
recognition a significant
milestone in his career, and
is how aiming for Olympic
gold. “I'm very grateful for
this award, and it is a very
big thing for my family and
me. My efforts have borne
fruit,” Bhati told he media.

Jaiswal parts ways with Mumbai,
likelyto captain Goain 2025-26 season
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Inasurprisingmove, Yashasvi
Jaiswal has shifted hisdomestic
cricketallegiance from Mumbai
to Goa. Ithas been learnt that
the young India opener has
already secured aNo Objection
Certificate (NOC) from the
Mumbdai Cricket Association,
making the transition official.

Jaiswal'ssudden move from
domestic cricket powerhouse
Mumbai has surprised many,
butithas been learnt that the
Goa CricketAssociation (GCA)
has offered him the captaincy
of the side, a position that
many in MCA feel cannot be
easily handed over to Jaiswal,
considering the presence of
several stalwartsin the Mumbai
outfit. Currently, Ajinkya Rahane
(red ball) and Shreyas lyer
(white ball) are the captains
of the Mumbai side.

“I'have had the privilege of
representing Mumbai in
domestic cricket and have
immenselybenefited from the
opportunities provided by the
association. However, after
careful consideration of my
career aspirations and personal
circumstances, [have decided
to seek a transfer to Goa to
continue mydomestic cricket
journey,” Jaiswal wrote to the
MCA. “I assure you that this
decisionismadein good faith
and with due respect to the
association thathas supported
mydevelopment.lamwilling
to comply with all necessary
formalities as per the BCCI's
player transferregulationsand
willensure asmooth transition.
Ikindlyrequestyouto process
my NOC at the earliest so that
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Ican complete the formalities
required to register with Goa
CricketAssociation. Pleaselet
me know if any further steps
are needed from my end to
facilitate this process.”

Jaiswallast played forMum-
bai againstJammuand Kashmir
in their Ranji Trophy Group A
leagueround match fromJan-
uary 23-25following the strict
implementation of the BCCI
directives thatall India players
should play domestic cricket
if not on national duty.

In that game, Jaiswal had
made his sole appearance in
the Ranji Trophy 2024-25
season scoring 4 and 26 as
Mumbai lost by five wickets
to Jammu and Kashmir for
the second time in the tour-
nament’s history.

Jaiswalisthe third cricketer
from Mumbaiinrecent times
to have moved to Goa after
ArjunTendulkarand Siddhesh
Lad. Lad and Tendulkar had
moved to Goa ahead of the
2022-23 season. Of late, the
23-year-old hasbeen struggling
for runs in the IPL, and his
poor form is evident in his
numbers —34 runs in three
matchesatanaverageof11.33
and a strike rate of 106.25,
with a highest score of 29
(scores: 1,29,4). Hehas played
36first-classgames forMumbai
and scored 3712 runs at an
average of60.85, havingmade
his first-class debut in 2019.
Jaiswal has been India’s first-
choice opener since making
his Testdebutagainst the West
Indies in July 2023 and since
then he has played 19 games,
cementing himselfwith stellar
performances on the biggest
stage.

Scott Boland aimingto leave hismark at
World Test Championship 2025 tinal
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The ICC World Test Cham-
pionship Finalis on the hori-
zon and South Africa and
Australia have started to gear
up for the one-off Test at
Lord'’s.

Scott Boland, one of Aus-
tralia's key pacers, spoke of
his ambitions of making it
to the side heading to the
World Test Championship
Final 2025 against South
Africa.

"I've had my eye on that
game since we qualified in
January, soyeahI'll be doing
everything I can over the
next two or three months to
make sure I'm right for that
game on June 11," Boland
said, according to ICC web-
site.

The 35-year-old featured
for Australia in the World
Test Championship Final in
2023, when they got their
hands on the mace for the
first time. Boland was a vital
coginthat team, as he picked
five wickets across two
innings.

He produced a brilliant
spell in the second innings
with figures of 3/46, which
included the key wickets of
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli
and Ravindra Jadeja, and
helped guide Australia to a
memorable win at The Oval.

Hehasbeen instrumental
for Australia in difficult sit-
uations, especially in the
mostrecent Border-Gavaskar
series at home, where he
stepped up in the absence
ofJosh Hazlewood, who was
ruled out due to injury after
two games. Boland finished
the series as the third-highest

wicket-taker in the series
with 21 wickets despite only
playing three Test matches.

This performance included
amemorable 6/45in the sec-
ond innings of the final Test
in Sydney as Australia secured
a3-1serieswin, getting their
hands on the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy after more than a
decade.

Boland has been nursing
aninjury to his knee sustained
during the Sheffield Shield
butis ontheroad torecovery
for a busy period of cricket
ahead.

"I think it's just working
outwhat's working and what
doesn't. I've only had this
knee injury for eight to 10
months. [ think we're going
about it the right way. I'll
have a little break now. But
once I do get up and going,
I'm hoping to just go really
smoothly and if everything
goes well, I'll be right to go

for that one Test in England
and those three Tests in the
Caribbean. And then after
that, have another break
again, and then sort of built
my strengths and bowling
loads again before the huge
summer cricket next year, "
Boland added.

Boland will be competing
with fellow pacers Josh Hazle-
wood, Pat Cummins and
Mitchell Starc for a spot in
the side for the final.

The aforementioned trio
missed out on the Champions
Trophy earlier this year due
toinjury and personal reasons
following an action-packed
summer of cricket, but have
since made their return in
the Indian Premier League.

Australia will be looking
to defend their title and retain
their status as the best Test
side in the world against
first-time finalists, South
Africa.
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